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PACE Shuttle Bug Offers New 
Service in Sky Harbor
A new route offered by Pace from the 
Braeside Metra Station in Highland Park to 
the Sky Harbor Business Park will provide 
commuters with new public transportation 
options. Sponsored through Transportation 
Management Association (TMA) of Lake 
Cook, this Pace route operates as part 
of the Shuttle Bug program, which is 
designed to provide commuters with a 
link from train stations to major employers 
and employment centers.  Currently, there 
are 12 Shuttle Bug routes serving 6 Metra 
stations and 40 different companies.
 This latest Shuttle Bug route now 
offers weekday morning and evening PACE 
bus transportation for riders who take the 
Metra Union Pacific North train line.  Once 
they arrive at the Braeside train station in 
Highland Park, they can take the new Route 
640  directly to UL and then on to points 
on Sanders Road and Commercial Ave. in 
the Sky Harbor business park.   Connecting 

with trains arriving from both Chicago and 
Kenosha, Pace buses will depart three 
times every morning from the Braeside 
Station starting at 6:26 a.m., 7:19 a.m. and 
8:15 a.m.  The evening return route will 
depart from Sanders and Commercial at 
4:01 p.m., 4:52 p.m. and 6:03 p.m. back 
to Braeside to give commuters plenty of 
time to connect to their trains to Chicago or 
Kenosha.  
 While funding for this newest Shuttle 

Retailers, Restaurants Offering the Latest in Holiday Trends
December is traditionally one of the busiest 
times of the year, as shoppers gear up for 
the holiday season, eager to know what 
gift is all the rage and learn more about the 
latest trends.   It's also a time to spend time 
with family and friends, with holiday parties 
and get-togethers or a night out.  This 
year, Northbrook retailers and restaurants 
are ready and eager to help shoppers find 
the latest high tech gift, get decked out 
in the latest style for holiday entertaining, 
and enjoy dining out or serving something 
unique or special for their guests during the 
holiday season.

Holiday Fashion Trends 
Women’s fashions this holiday season are a 
combination of both practical for the winter 
months and stylish according to local 
Northbrook boutique owners. Clothing 
Items that can be reused or feature recycled 
materials are popular.     
     “Seasonal trends in women’s fashions 
include printed leggings, skinny jeans, lots 
of plaid and vegan leather trim,” according 
to Robyn Gale, owner of Mainstream 
Boutique in Willow Festival.   Clothing with 
an “exit detail” or design on the 
b a c k of the outfit also 

a d d s a nice 

touch.  Skirted leggings can be paired with a 
fitted top, while tees with lacy bottoms look 
great with fitted pants.  “Our hot items for 
gift giving this year are our cozy cell phone 
slippers, Shea butter-infused socks and fun 
boot socks.  We also have our favorite hand-
made one of a kind fingerless gloves and 
scarves made out of recycled materials.”  
Accessories to complete the outfit, such as 
boot toppers, and infinity scarves are also 
popular items.  For jewelry, mixing metals 
in a necklace or bracelet is a 
fashionable accessory.
 “Our stylists love 
assisting people with their 
personal shopping,” says 
Robin.  She and her staff 
are happy to help men 
pick out gift items for 
women on their list, and 
also help dress women for 
an event or the holidays.  
Call (847)559-8916 for 
an appointment.
 At Juniper in 
downtown Northbrook, 
owner Jennifer Stamper 
notes that starting with 
something ordinary 
and adding something 
glamorous is the hot 
new trend.  Pairing 
an informal top or 
tee with a sparkly 
or sequined skirt is 
a great look when 
picking out a special 
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It’s hard to believe 
that December has 
arrived and that 2014 
is drawing to a close.  
The end of the year 
is always bittersweet, 
as we say good-bye 
to the old year and 
look with anticipation 
to 2015.  Here at the 
Chamber we end the 
year on a very positive 
note when it comes 

to the strength of the 
organization.  This month we are poised to 
reach a record level of membership.  For the 
past two years, the Chamber ended the year 
with 728 members.  This year, we exceeded 
that membership number in November and 
are well positioned to end the year with over 
735 members for the first time ever.  This 
level of membership is truly a testament to 
the organization’s ability to retain loyal and 
dedicated individuals who recognize the value of 
their Chamber membership and the importance 
of being involved in the local community.  As 
we continue to grow the organization, I look 
forward to each and every Chamber member 
joining us on the journey.
 Sadly, the end of the year also means a time 
for some fond farewells.  Here at the Chamber 
we say good-bye to two terrific Board members 
who served the organization well.  I would like 
to acknowledge the outstanding leadership of 
our board chair John Martin who has guided us 
through two outstanding years of growth and 

success.  John provided great guidance not 
only to our board and the organization, but to 
me personally.  He was actively engaged at our 
many networking events, and was instrumental 
in helping new members assimilate into the 
organization.  He also conducted a staff training 
session that helped us learn how to better 
communicate membership benefits with our 
members.   We also are sad to say good-bye 
to Pat Lederer, who served on the Chamber 
Board for six years.  Pat is a tireless advocate 
of the Chamber and of local businesses.  His 
perspective and expertise in the area of 
real estate, and his deep understanding of 
Northbrook will be missed.
 I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge 
two outstanding Village leaders who announced 
their retirements.  In 2015 we will say good bye 
to one of the Chamber’s strongest supporters, 
Northbrook Library Executive Director Chad 
Raymond. Chad was instrumental in forging 
many partnerships with the Chamber, particularly 
the Chamber’s Leadership Northbrook program 
as well as other informative programs.  Recently 
retired Fire Chief Nolan, who was recognized by 
every Village Trustee for his wise, thoughtful 
and effective leadership, will also be missed.  
Chief Nolan was always willing to work with 
the Chamber to make Northbrook a safe and 
productive place to do business.
 As we enter the holiday season, I hope all of 
our members will take a break from their hectic 
schedules and reflect on their accomplishments.  
However and wherever you celebrate, from all 
of us at the Chamber, best wishes for a happy 
and healthy holiday!

Bug route comes from four large employers, 
including UL and Walgreens, the public is 
welcome to take advantage of the service to 
reach their work destination at stops along the 
way.  Cost to take the bus is $1.75 for each trip 
(cash only) or by using the gray Ventra card.  To 
notify PACE of their interest in using the service 
at a stop along the regular route, riders can call 
(847)364-7223.     
 The new route is the fifth Shuttle Bug route 
serving Northbrook employers, and the second 
to serve UL.  Shuttle Bug Route 635 currently 
operates between the Lake Cook Metra, UL 
and Sky Harbor Industrial Park.  
  While most Shuttle Bug routes serve 
commuters using Metra’s Milwaukee North line, 
the TMA of Lake Cook, has found increasing 

interest from commuters living along Metra’s 
Union Pacific North Line for similar service to 
area companies. Route 640 will be the fourth 
Shuttle Bug route to serve the Union Pacific 
North Line and the third to serve the Highland 
Park station. 
 A 2013 survey of Shuttle Bug riders 
conducted by PACE for the TMA showed that 
nearly two thirds of riders make a reverse 
commute on Metra, boarding at stations in 
Chicago or close-in suburbs.  When asked 
how the service impacted them, over 15% of 
the respondents said they would not be able to 
work at their current job or location without the 
service.  
  For information about any of the Pace 
routes visit www.pacebus.com or contact the 
TMA of Lake Cook at www.tmalakecook.org.
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Trustees Postpone Vote on Mission Hills
Before any deliberation could begin on the 
topic, Northbrook Trustees decided last 
month not to address the matter of the 
proposed Red Seal development at Mission 
Hills, instead voting to table a motion 
objecting to the project until their meeting 
this month.
 At issue is a 137 home and townhome 
development on the back nine holes of the 
golf course at Mission Hills proposed by Red 
Seal.  As the property lies in unincorporated 
Cook County, the County Zoning Board 
of Appeals (ZBA) has been in the process 
of considering the proposal before a final 
vote can be taken by the full County Board.  
Opponents of the project were given a 
second chance last month, when Cook 
County Commissioner Goslin remanded it 
back to the ZBA, which previously approved 
the project.  Should Northbrook go on the 
record expressing opposition, it would 
require a supermajority (three fourths) vote 
by the full County board before the project 
could move forward.
 At the November Village board meeting, 
packed with opponents as well as a team 
of representatives from Red Seal, Village 
attorney Steve Elrod cautioned the Trustees 
that if they wanted to weigh in on the 
proposal, they would have to do so within 
30 days of the Cook County ZBA hearing, 
which was held on Nov. 10th.    Once it was 
determined that the 30 day clock would run 

out on Dec. 10th, Trustee Kathryn Ciesla 
made a motion, seconded by Trustee Todd 
Heller, to table the vote until their December 
9th meeting.  Trustees voted 4 – 2 in favor 
of deferring any action, with only President 
Sandy Frum and Trustee Jim Karagianis 
voting against it.  
 Trustees have stated publicly that they 
have not heard much from Northbrook 
residents about the project, a statement that 
riles opponents.  Opposition leader Karen 
Jump expressed deep disappointment at 
the Trustees action, stating that the trustees 
should have shown them the courtesy of 
listening to them and that they are a vital 
part of the greater Northbrook community 
and its economy.  “Mission Hills’ residents 
and neighbors pay taxes to School Districts 
31 and 225, as well as the Fire Department.  
We spend a lot of money in Northbrook 
stores, grocery stores and restaurants,” she 
stated.
 When asked why they wanted to 
delay the vote, Trustees Heller and Cisla 
commented they were undecided and 
simply were hoping to know more about the 
ZBA ruling before making make an informed 
decision.  They also cautioned that they 
don’t think one municipality should tell 
another one what to do without good 
reason. 
 Prior to the Trustees meeting, Red 
Seal took out a full page ad in the local 

media, publishing their letter to the Trustees 
requesting that the board either remain 
neutral, or support the project.  The letter 
stated that the Village’s Comprehensive 
Plan defers to the Willow Road Corridor 
Agreement regarding future development 
of the property, which would easily allow 
a residential development with the density 
proposed by Red Seal.  It also stated that it 
has patiently worked closely with the Mission 
Hills master homeowners association as 
well as all the taxing bodies.  Neither school 
district has voiced any opposition to the 
project; Red Seal also stated that it intends 
to pay the full impact fees to the schools.  
It urged the board not to give in to scare 
tactics by opponents.
 “As the Village of Northbrook has seen 
for decades, we are committed to the 
highest ethical standards, always going 
above and beyond to make sure we are 
complying with all laws and ordinances,” 
the letter stated.  It also asserted that 
through the years their many projects “have 
resulted in quality developments that do not 
negatively impact the community.”  
 The ZBA has not indicated when it 
plans to take a vote on the project.  For 
more information visit www.northbrook.
il.us. Opponents are communicating 
through a Facebook page www.facebook.
com/MissionHillsOpenlands.

outfit for a night out.  A pencil skirt with a 
little sparkle can be paired with a denim 
shirt and a long maxi-skirt looks great with 
a simple t-shirt or sweater, she suggests.  
Jewel tones are the in vogue colors for the 
season.  Juniper also features dressy plaids 
for a popular holiday look.  
 Warm, soft gloves with zippers that can 
hold money or a card are great for gifts.  A 
reusable travel kit with small scented lotions 
and items that can meet airport carry-on 
standards is a great gift along with scented 
candles in a reusable container.  Jennifer 
and her staff are happy to offer personal 
shopping assistance.  Call (224) 326-2412 
or stop by the store.

Technology Trends
Retailers traditionally roll out the latest 

high tech items around the holiday season.  
Shoppers can find a variety of items this 
year that can fit any budget.  The latest in 
TVs, tech wearables and smaller cameras 
that can interface with other devices are this 
year’s hot gifts.
  “This holiday season our focus is on 
4K TVs, which offer four times the picture 
resolution of  a full High Definition HD 1080 
pixel TV ” according to Mike Egan at Best 
Buy.  The increased pixel density allows 
viewers to sit close for a fully immersive 
experience.  In addition, 55, 65 or 78 inch 
curved TVs are also growing in popularity.  
“We have excellent pricing for the holiday 
season,” he adds.  
 At the other end of the spectrum is one 
of the hottest items carried by Best Buy, the 
Google Chromecast HDMI Streaming Media 
Player.  It connects with a smart phone, 

tablet or laptop and allows the transfer of 
music or online video to any HDTV.   Once 
plugged into the TV, connect it to Wi-Fi then 
cast videos and more.  The item sells for 
only $35.
 Other popular gifts are tech wearables, 
he adds.  Fitness tech wearables are 
bands worn around the wrist that can track 
distance walked, calories burned,  heart 
rate and even sleep quality.  The items are 
water-resistant, have OLED (Organic light-
emitting-diode) touch-screen displays and 
are compatible with most computers and 
smartphones.
 Another new trend is smart watches, 
which feature an LCD touch screen that 
displays alerts from a compatible smart 
phone or Android device.  The tiny device 
that appears like an ordinary watch has 

Holiday Trends Cont. from pg. 1
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room to store apps and can connect with 
the Internet and e-mail.   Other high tech 
items include video cameras that can shoot 
in 4K high definition and home security 
cameras that connect with smart phones.  
For help selecting a technology gift, call 
Mike at (847) 205-2305.
 At Costco, large screen TVs continue to 
be hot gift item, with the new curved 4K TVs 
as the newest featured items.  Reasonably 
priced home security systems, including the 
Belkin Netcam which allows you to watch 
your home on your smart phone or tablet 
from any remote location, are also popular.  
The compact sized Go Pro action camera, 
that is worn or attached to you physically, 
can take photos or videos to capture action 
shots.  The camera comes with built-in Wi-
Fi, and shoots in 1080P High Def video and 
is waterproof.  Electronic items purchased 
at Costco come with free technical support.   
To see many of the items carried by Costco 
visit their website www.costco.com.

Holiday EntertainingTrends
Whether enjoying a special meal out with 
friends, or entertaining at home, many 
restaurants note that the trend is towards 
turning an ordinary dish into something 
special.

 “People are really looking for something 
a little different around the holidays, so 
some of the dishes we are serving are a 
pleasant take on traditional favorites.  For 
example, we are offering black truffle 
mashed cauliflower as well as a winter 
endive salad with Belgian endive, radicchio, 
celery, blue cheese dressing, apples, dried 
cranberries and pumpkin seed brittle," 
comments Jenna Musil, Morton’s the 
Steakhouse.  “We know people who stop in 
for a drink are also looking for something a 
little unique.  One of our featured drinks this 
season is our special Morton’s Champagne 
cocktail with pomegranate liqueur, finished 
with a cinnamon sugar rim."
 Another trend for easy and enjoyable 
entertaining at home, is replicating the 
restaurant experience.  “We provide catering 
services that offer some of our restaurant 
favorites so people can offer their guests 
something great that they would only expect 
in a four star restaurant,” notes Ruth’s Chris 
Catering and Sales Manager Erin Moriarty.  
“Families want to spend more time together 
so we offer Christmas Day catering. We 
offer 34 appetizers and our favorites “sides-
to-go” including creamed spinach, pecan-
crusted sweet potato casserole and green 
beans with roasted garlic or other Ruth’s 
Chris sides favorites.”   

Northbrook Holiday Events & Activities
Many stores will have extended holiday 
hours; there will be festive decorations 
and plenty of opportunities to share with 
others this upcoming holiday season. A few 
special opportunities have been planned for 
the holidays in Northbrook:
 Northbrook Court features extended 
shopping hours and a number of special 
photo opportunities in December.  A  new 
“Shining Bright on Wednesday Nights” 
will be held on Dec. 3 and 10th beginning 
at 4:00 p.m. showcasing special retailers’ 
offers.  Free “Rudolph” reusable totes will 
be given out while supplies last.  Visit www.
northbrookcourt.com for a holiday gift 
guide.
 At the Chicago Botanic Gardens 
shoppers can purchase one-of-a-kind 
handmade wreaths, or beautiful items 
in their Gift Shop.  Take a break from 
shopping and enjoy the Wonderland 

Express featuring 750,000 lights and 10 
garden-scale trains. Check the website 
www.chicagobotanicalgardens.org for 
information on holiday concerts, breakfast 
with Santa, ice sculpture displays and 
holiday musical performances.
 The Northbrook Park District offers 
Breakfast with Santa at Sportsman’s 
Country Club on Saturday, Dec. 13th and 
offers a free Holiday Skating Recital on 
Thursday, December 18th from 6:00 – 
9:00 p.m. at the Northbrook Sports Center 
featuring skaters performing to holiday 
music.  Visit www.nbparks.org for a list of 
all activities.

Charitable Opportunities
New, unwrapped toys for needy children for 
the U.S. Marines Toys for Tots program can 
be dropped off through Friday, December 
12th at:

 y Charles Schwab, 445 Skokie 

Boulevard, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 y AAA Northbrook, 483 N. Waukegan 
Road, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

 y Village of Northbrook – toys can be 
dropped off at Village Hall, Fire and 
Police Departments 

 y Francesca’s North, 1145 Church St.
To make the holidays brighter for children 
and families, Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook sponsors a holiday gift 
program.  Unwrapped gifts, or monetary 
donations to support the program will make 
the holidays brighter for 1500 children.  Visit 
www.ysn.org for drop off locations.
 The Heartland Animal Shelter will 
sponsor “Pictures with Santa Paws” on 
Sunday, Dec. 7th from noon until 3:00 p.m. 
For a $5 tax deductible donation to the 
shelter, you and your pet can have a special 
holiday picture with Santa.  Electronic 
photos will be e-mailed following the event. 

Northbrook Shopping Elf 
Looking for that special gift for someone 
hard to buy for?  Want holiday discounts? 
Check out the Northbrook Shopping Elf 
Facebook page to learn more about the 
latest in styles, trends and special offers.  
Learn more about upcoming events, 
programs and other things you won’t want 
to miss during the holiday season.  The 
Elf is part of the Chamber and Village’s 
joint Live Shop Dine campaign to promote 
shopping in Northbrook during the holiday 
season.  

Morton's Champagne Cocktail 
Sparkling Wine
1 oz Cointreau 
1/2 oz Pama Pomegranate Liquor 
1 Sugar Cube
4 Drops of Peach Bitters

* Rim flute with orange and dip in  
 cinnamon sugar
* Place drops of peach bitters on sugar  
 cube
* Place in bottom of glass
* Add Cointreau & Pama over sugar  
 cube
* Pour Sparking wine until glass is full

Holiday Trends Cont. from pg. 3
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At the Chamber’s Auction and Taste, 
Chamber President Tensley Garris 

congratulates Peter Heinz, Wayne Messmer 
Financial Network, winner of the $1,000 

raffle prize.   In a gracious gesture, Heinz 
donated  $250 back to the Chamber 

and $250 to Youth Services of Glenview 
Northbrook.

Holiday Business Briefs
To raise awareness about local and 
worldwide hunger, Oakton Community 
College will hold an “Empty Bowls at 
Oakton” event on Saturday, Dec. 6th.  
Professional and student potters from 
Chicago will contribute hundreds of unique 
bowls for this annual fundraiser, which 
runs 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., at Oakton’s Des 
Plaines campus.  Donation of $15 includes 
a handcrafted bowl and a hot lunch.  
Proceeds benefit local food pantries, soup 
kitchens and other meal programs.

United Services by Permaco is partnering 
with Bernie’s Book Bank, a Chicagoland 
non-profit organization whose mission is 
to help supply books to at-risk children.  
United Services will accept books at their 
124 Baker Rd., Lake Bluff office during 
business hours.  For more information call 
(847)816-9800.

Morton’s The Steakhouse will be open for 
lunch on the following dates in December:  
9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 16th, 17th and 19th 
from 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Call (847) 205-
5111 to make a reservation.

Pinstripes will host a special brunch 
featuring photo opportunities with Santa 
on Sunday, December 7th and Sunday, 
December 14th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  Cost for the savory and sweet brunch 
buffet is $30 for adults; $15 for kids 6-12; 
free for kids 5 and under.  Reservations are 
recommended by calling (847)480-2323.

Red’s Garden Center will feature a live 
Nativity scene, complete with a live camel 
on Saturday, December 6th from 11:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m.  On Saturday, December 13th 
children can pet and feed live reindeer from 
11 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Call (847)272-1209 or 
visit www.redsgardencenter.com for more 
information.

Northshore Pet Chef offers a holiday 
Doggy Gift Box filled with all natural and 
health dog products packaged specially for 
any size dog for the holidays that can be 
wrapped and shipped. There is no charge for 
local delivery. Visit www.northshorepetchef.
com for more information.
The school bands, choirs and orchestras of 

Glenbrook North High School and 
Glenbrook South High School will 
perform seasonal music on Tuesday, 
December 16th at 7:30 p.m. in the 
auditorium at each school.  Both 
concerts are open to the public free 
of charge.  

The North Suburban YMCA is looking for 
volunteers to help staff its first Christmas 
tree sale, which will run through Sunday, 
December 21.  All proceeds from the sale 
will go directly to the NSYMCA Strong Kids 
Fund which enables individuals and families 
in financial need to participate in the Y’s 
many programs.  For more information, 
contact Barb Flanagin, bflanagin@nsymca.
org or 847-272-7250.

Hilton Chicago Northbrook will host a 
New Year’s Eve extravaganza featuring 
a decadent four course dinner, five hour 
open bar, party hats and favors, non-
stop dancing and entertainment, deluxe 
overnight accommodations, and full use of 
the Fitness Center, pool and sauna.  Cost is 
$329.95 per couple all inclusive.  For more 
information call (847)509-7022.

Additional Business Briefs
Congratulations to Ellen Freedman, PBD 
Packaging Branding Design for receiving 
a national award from PLBuyer, the authority 
on private label businesses, for her Cheesy 
Deluxe Skillet dinners packaging design, in 
the category “private label excellence.” For 
more information visit www.pbdassoc.com.

Northbrook Bank and Trust offers 
Chamber members an opportunity to 
showcase their business in their downtown 

office on Waukegan Road as part of their 
“In the Spotlight” program.  If selected to 
be an exhibitor, the bank will provide a 
table to feature small products/information 
on the services offered, samples, coupons 
and flyers, as well as a large poster with the 
business logo and address, prominently 
displayed in the lobby.  To find out more 
contact Jim King at (847)418-2892.  
Member FDIC.

Dr. Jacob Bloom, North Shore Aesthetics, 
is offering Chamber members and their 
families a complimentary skin cancer 
screening.  Call (847)393-4770 to make an 
appointment.

Regus invites Chamber members to stop 
in for a no obligation 30 minute tour of their 
Class A office space in Northbrook and 
receive a voucher for one day access to the 
center and a private day office.  For more 
information call Keith Chaney at (847)749-
9160.

Congratulations to Frank Andreou, Andreou 
& Casson, Ltd., for his endorsement by the 
Northbrook Caucus after a vote during the 
Town Hall meeting last month, from a field 
of five candidates to fill one of three open 
positions on the District 27 School Board.  
His name will appear on the April 7th ballot.
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First Friday Networking Breakfast*
Friday, December 5
7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
2002 Walters Ave.
$8 members, $15 guests payable at the 
door*
Guests MUST register 24 
hours in advance. Guest 
registration will not be 
taken at the door.

Join over 100 Chamber 
members and guests 
for proven, successful 
networking opportunities at 
the First Friday networking breakfast.  The 
structured event includes time for informal 
networking, brief introductions, and round 
table discussions that will give you solid 
business leads.  In addition to catering by 
Leonard’s Bakery, the breakfast features 
Starbucks coffee.
 *Help the Chamber make the holidays 
sweeter and happier for our friends & 
neighbors served by the Northfield Food 
Pantry and Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook. Bring a boxed cake mix for 
the Food Pantry or a Lego toy for Youth 
Services and receive free admission to this 
month’s First Friday breakfast.  $10 Gift 
Cards are also welcomed.

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office) 
Roundtable
Wednesday, December 10
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
No charge; members are invited to bring 
their lunch.
At this informal roundtable discussion, 
small business owners and entrepreneurs 
help each other problem solve and discuss 
relevant business concerns.   Discussion 
is driven by participants, and often centers 
around best business practices, keeping up 
with the latest trends, marketing tips and 
the latest in technology. 

Holiday After Hours
Thursday, December 11
5:00– 7:00 p.m.
Sheraton Northbrook
1110 Willow Road
Complimentary for members; $20 for guests

Enjoy the spirit of the season and share 
holiday cheer with colleagues at the Cham-
ber’s annual Holiday After Hours.  Sample 
an assortment of special appetizers in the 
festively decorated banquet rooms and 
throughout public spaces in the hotel.  Bring 
plenty of business cards for a chance to win 
.an overnight hotel stay or a $50 giftcard.

Chamber Membership Upgrades Offer Increased Visibility
 By now, all Chamber members should 
have received an invoice for their 2015 
Chamber dues.  For the third year in a row, 
there has been no increase in membership 
dues.  Members who are interested in taking 
advantage of additional benefits that can 
give them increased visibility and additional 
marketing opportunities, are encouraged 
to consider upgrading their memberships 
to the gold or platinum level. Upgrading at 
this time of year is ideal in order to utilize 
all of the benefits throughout 2015.  Taking 
advantage of just a few of the upgraded 
benefits can more than pay for the cost of 
the upgrade.
 Gold memberships include a free First 
Friday pass, an additional membership 
category and the ability to include 

one advertising insert in the Chamber 
newsletter.   Upgraded benefits also allow 
member businesses to be more visible 
on the Chamber website which regularly 
receives over 2,000 unique visitors every 
month.  Statistics show that traffic on the 
Chamber’s site has increased over 20% in 
the last year.  Gold members receive the 
following website benefits:

 9 a four color banner ad on the business 
category page
 9Bulleted points that appear as “highlights” 
next to your listing
 9A logo that can appear with your listing
 9A copy of the Chamber mailing list 

Platinum memberships include two annual 
passes to the First Friday breakfasts, two 

additional membership categories, two 
inserts in the newsletter, 20 additional 
keywords and a copy of the Chamber 
mailing list.  Platinum members also enjoy 
additional visibility on the Chamber website 
with a banner ad that appears on the 
powerful Directory Search page.  Members 
can also post a videolink that will appear 
with their listing.  
Gold memberships, valued at $825 cost 
an additional $275.  The Platinum upgrade, 
valued at $1,410 costs an additional $550. 
 Members can upgrade their membership 
at any time.  However, all upgraded benefits 
must be used within the calendar year or 
before the end of 2015.  For any questions, 
or to upgrade your membership, contact 
Colette Kamin at (847)513-6004.

Big Savings! on First Friday 
Pass Offered for a Limited Time
Beginning January 2015, the cost for 
attendance at the Chamber’s signature 
First Friday Networking Breakfast will 
increase to $10.  However, the cost 
of the First Friday Annual Pass will 
remain the same, $80, for a limited 
time. The breakfast continues to be the 
Chamber’s most popular networking 
event, regularly attended by over 120 
Chamber members and guests. To help 
offset the cost increase and to provide an 
additional convenience, the Chamber is 
offering a deeply discounted 2015 First 
Friday pass through December 31st. 
The pass allows members to attend the 
breakfast for a cost of only $80 for the 
year, a savings of over 30%.  The First 
Friday pass eliminates the need to wait 
in line or worry about fishing around for 
payment at the door.  Members who pre-
pay for the year will receive a personal 
e-mail reminder every month and need 
only RSVP ahead of time and check in 
at the door.  If the pass is bought in the 
name of the member company, it can be 
used interchangeably by any employee.  
 As in the past, members can 
pay with cash or check at the door.  
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CHAMBER EVENTS

1. Live Auctioneer Ron Bernardi (c) flanked by John Amdor and Rep. Elaine Nekritz (l) and Jim Koretz, Energy Connection (r)  2. Village President Sandy Frum with Trustee Bob Israel  
3. Presenting Sponsor representative Terry Dalenta, Allstate with host Renaissance General Manager Rik Blyth  4. Howard Schultz, North Suburban YMCA and Sal Manso, Reebie 
Moving and Storage  5. Sheryl Schwartz and Arnie Krause serve up Claim Company dishes  6. (l to r)  JoJo Hebl, Matlin & Associates, David Krull with Laura and Pat Lederer, Korman 
Lederer and Associates  7. Erin Moriarty and Executive Chef, Sergio Martinez serve up classic Ruth’s Chris specials to an appreciative crowd

Over 350 attendees at the Chamber’s annual Auction and Taste were treated to fabulous fare from 18 of the finest area 
restaurants, while engaged in lively bidding in the Silent and Live Auction!
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First Friday 
Networking Breakfast 

7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

SOHO (Small office/ home office) 
Roundtable

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office

Chamber Board Meeting 
7:30 a.m. - 9::00 a.m.

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sheraton Northbrook

Leadership 
Northbrook

8:15 a.m. -  Noon
UL

Women In Business
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Chamber Office

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Whole Foods Market  

Northbrook

BUSINESS ExPO 
& AFTER HOURS
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Wyndham Glenview Suites

Christmas Eve
Chamber Office 

Closed

Christmas Day
Chamber Office 

Closed

Chamber Office 
Closed

CALENDAR oF EVENTS
mon tue Wed thu Fri

Bravo! Cucina Italiana
receive $20 bonus card for every $100 gift card 
purchased 
Valid:  through Dec. 31

Kamehachi
get a $20 reward when you spend $200.
Valid:  through December 31

Lowe’s
$5.98 (2 quart) and $11.98 (3.5 quart) poinsettia 
special   
Valid:  through January 1, 2015

O’Hare Midway Limousine Service
10% off a sedan or limo reservation
Valid: through December 31

Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel
New Year’s overnight Special
Valid:  through Jan. 2, 2015

Ruth’s Chris
10% back with purchase of $250 gift cards
Valid:  through December 31, 2014

Sassoon Salon
$20 voucher with $100 gift card
Valid:  through December 24

PostNet
15% off holiday printing
Expires Dec. 31st

restrictions may apply.  For more details & special 
offers go to northbrookchamber.org

HoLIDAY
HOt DeaLS

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m 

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

New Year’s Day
Chamber Office 

Closed

please note the First Friday 
Networking Breakfast will be 

held January 9th


