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Northbrook Court, Countryside Montessori School and Bob Caldwell to be Honored by Chamber
The Chamber is pleased to announce the 
three winners of the ninth annual Business 
Awards, which recognize excellence in 
the Northbrook business community.  
The Corporate Citizen of the Year is 

recognized for promoting a spirit of giving 
and community involvement; the Small 
Business of the Year is honored for excellent 
business practices including customer 
service and sales, and the Volunteer of the 
Year is selected for consistently helping 
the Chamber achieve its goals.  The award 
winners will be formally honored at the 
Chamber’s Annual Meeting and Dinner on 
Monday, March 9th at the Renaissance 
Chicago North Shore Hotel.

Northbrook Court 
Corporate Citizen of the Year
 Exciting, upscale, premiere, high end,  
fashionable, elegant and even fun might 
be typical words that come to mind when 
describing Northbrook Court.  But less well 
known might be the philosophy of caring 
and giving back that is the heart and soul 
of Northbrook’s largest retail shopping 
center.  From partnerships that benefit 
area non-profit organizations, to programs 
that encourage employees to give back to 
the community, to corporate purchasing 
policies that support local businesses, there 
is more to Northbrook Court than just the 
million square feet of retail space occupied 
by its 100 tenants.
 “Community is always top of mind 
at Northbrook Court,” comments Senior 
General Marketing Manager Caryn Torres.  
“Our shopping center means different 
things to different people, but from our 
perspective it’s important for us to always 
be connected to the community.”  
 Recently this has meant allowing not 
for profit groups to use Northbrook Court 

as a setting to raise funds and showcase 
their organization.  One notable beneficiary 
is local Orphans of the Storm animal 
shelter which has raised close to $30,000 
in the past two years from dedicated space 
that allowed volunteers to offer shoppers 
holiday gift wrapping services.  In addition, 
by allowing the shelter to share their story 
and bring in many of their animals to the 
center, 249 cats and dogs found new 
homes.  “Having a presence in Northbrook 
Court has been a terrific experience for us, 
“notes Jackie Borchew, Orphans of the 

PAGE 2 
annual meeting keynote - Cyber Security, 
Not Just an It Issue

PAGE 3
trustees praise proposed Downtown 
townhome Development

PAGE 6 
mark your Calendars for the Chamber’s Big 
Events

IN THIS ISSUE

ANNuAl MeetiNg & DiNNer
monday, march 9, 5:00 p.m.

Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel
sponsored by

Bob Caldwell, NorthShore FamilyCare

Caryn Torres and Brian Lee, Northbrook Court
Wendy Calise, Countryside 

Montessori School



northbrookchamber.org2

CHAMBER DESK

2002 Walters Avenue, Northbrook, IL 60062

 847.498.5555  |  Tel
 847.498.5510  |  Fax

info@northbrookchamber.org
www. northbrookchamber.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ashley Delaney - Chair
Whitehall of Deerfield

Glenn Weintraub - Treasurer
AA Service Co.

DIrECTorS
Marty Albert

Albert & Goodman C.P.A.s

rik Blyth
Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel

rose Boushek
Glenbrook Hospital 

Mary Bowler
Wags on Willow

Mark Brodson
Lowenbaum Real Estate Partners

Terri Dalenta
Allstate Insurance Co.

Gregg Gerstin
Align Wellness

Tom Lange
Morton’s The Steakhouse

Jim Lazar
Marcello’s

richard Leopold
Rightech Fabrications

Steve Margis
UL

John Martin
Sandler Training

Kathy Nellis
Northbrook Bank & Trust Co.

Michael Nortman 
Morningside Crossroads Partners

Kristen ruben
Ruben & Goldberg

Ken Samson
Dasco Insurance 

Caryn Torres
Northbrook Court

Neil Warnygora
Covenant Village of Northbrook

Tom Washburn
Washburn Envelope

Barbara Winter
First Bank of Highland Park

STAFF
Tensley Garris

President

Colette Kamin
Director of Membership & Marketing Services

Anne Macknin
Administrative Assistant

Tami olsen
Programs & Events Manager

Jean Streeter
Office & Communications Manager 

Storm Director of Community Relations.  “They 
have been extremely generous to us – going the 
extra step to help us with signage, setting up, 
storing our materials and promoting our events.  
Our adoption rate always increases for months 
due to the awareness that is raised from our 
events there.”
 Recently Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook was selected to be the recipient of 
all funds raised from the coins in the center’s 
two fountains.  “We are so honored to be 
able to enter into this partnership with Youth 
Services,” comments Torres.  “It’s so fun to see 
a child toss a coin in the fountain and make a 
wish, and know that those coins are making a 
difference in the lives of children and families 
throughout our community.”  Youth Services 
Special Events Coordinator Karen Paszkiewicz 
replied, “We were thrilled when they chose us 
as a partner.” She looks forward to cleaning and 
counting the coins which amounted to $1544 in 
just the first three months of the arrangement.  
 Last year Northbrook Court staff 
approached the Highland Park based Saving 
Tiny Hearts Society, an organization which is 
dedicated to funding research to help save 
the lives of children born with congenital 
heart defects.  Working with several area 

high schools, including Glenbrook North and 
South, the center sponsored an art show to 
raise funds.  Shoppers voted with their wallets 
for their favorite art works with monetary 
contributions totaling over $3,000 that went 
to directly support the organization, including 
a $1500 direct contribution from Northbrook 
Court.   “It was just an incredible experience 
and terrific idea by Northbrook Court,” 
comments director and liaison to the Medical 
Advisory Board member Larry Kluge, who also 
was able to auction off many of the artworks at 
the Society’s annual gala, doubling the benefit.  
 Another organization that has benefitted 
from Northbrook Court’s generosity is the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens which recently 
benefitted from the shopping center’s annual 
Mother’s Day promotion “celebrate Mom 
beCause” which raised $18,000 for the 
organization.  Last fall the American Cancer 
Society also held its Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer 5K walk at Northbrook Court.
 Parent company General Growth 
Properties encourages employees to be active 
in the local communities where the malls are 
located, generously providing paid time off 
for Northbrook Court employees to volunteer 
each quarter.  “The management team at 

Cyber Security experts to Headline Annual Dinner
“Cyber Security:  It’s not Just an IT Issue”

Featuring Jason Lipschultz and David Shade, 
Ernst and Young LLP

In order to succeed, businesses today 
increasingly need to rely on technology.  But 
the advent of the digital world, and the digital 
interconnectivity of people and organizations 
opens up a whole new playing field of potential 
risk exposure.  Cyber security threats are 
evolving with unparalleled speed, complexity 
and impact, with reported breaches rising 
annually by more than 50%.  Cyber threats go 
beyond large businesses; 60% of the nearly 
500 breaches studied in 2013 contained a third 
party element, which may often be a small 

business.  
 Two high level management specialists 
with the Chicago office of Ernst and Young 
LLP, one of the world’s largest professional 
advisory services firms, will give the Chamber’s 
keynote address this year.  They will address 
what questions every business should be 
asking themselves to help them manage their 
risk exposure and also explain the “cyber 
ecosystem” approach to help collectively 
reduce cyber threats.
Jason Lipschultz specializes in information 
technology risk and controls and third party 
risk management for established and high 
growth companies.  David Shade has extensive 
experience assisting clients with managing IT 
risk and security as well as global experience 
in security controls evaluation, design 
and implementation for large multinational 
organizations.
 Additional information on their presentation 
will be included in the March newsletter.
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trustees Praise Proposed Downtown townhome Development
A plan by Jacobs Homes to build up to 82 
unit townhomes along Shermer Road in the 
downtown was enthusiastically received by 
Village Trustees last month.   The developer 
Keith Jacobs plans to build 54 townhomes 
on seven 300-foot-deep lots on more than 
four acres of land he currently has under 
contract, and an additional 28 if he is able to 
acquire four additional lots on another acre.  
The homes would be built on the east side 
of Shermer Road, south of Waukegan Road 
and north of Church.  
 “This is absolutely fantastic,” 
commented Trustee Kathryn Ciesla.  “I’m 
pleased that this quality project is being 
brought in by a developer who’s invested in 
the community.”
 “Bringing density to the downtown 
is something we’ve been looking forward 
to for a long time,” commented Trustee 
Israel.  He and other Trustees cited the 
Village’s Comprehensive Plan which 
identified Northbrook’s downtown as a 
target area for increased density and in 
need of a new zoning district.  If approved, 
the parcel would be rezoned from C-1 to 
a “planned development” status unique to 
the downtown. 
 Trustee Karagianis praised the 
developer and commented that he would 

even like to see the 
Village find a way to 
help him acquire the 
additional property 
to complete the 
project.  “There’s no 
question we need 
more people to fuel 
our downtown,” 
he said.  He and 
other Trustees cited 
the loss of two 
businesses in the 
downtown in the 
past few years as 
an example of the 
need for more density.
 Jacobs noted that after meeting with 
neighbors he altered the height of the 
buildings from six feet to two feet along the 
residential area and 3 feet along Shermer.   
The homes would be 1700 – 2400 square 
feet with 2 car garages priced at $499,000 - 
$699,000.  
      Trustees also commented that they 
wanted to be sure the development 
doesn’t have a “cookie cutter” look and 
also suggested additional landscaping and 
buffers with nearby residents.  None of the 
Trustees expressed any interest in adding a 

commercial element on the site, noting that 
the development would go a long way to 
boost existing businesses in the downtown.
       Jacobs  grew up learning to read 
blueprints while accompanying his father 
during his many meetings involved with 
developing many properties in Northbrook.  
He said his intention is to carry over the 
look of Village Hall to the project, with an 
elegant brick and stone exterior.  He also 
hopes to engage the community in the 
project by offering a naming contest for the 
development.   The project will advance to 
the Plan Commission for further review.

Northbrook Court is very passionate about 
giving back and we enjoy the opportunity 
to help out and promote so many worthy 
organizations,” says Torres. Once a quarter 
the staff volunteers for organizations 
including Habitat for Humanity of Lake 
County, Project Linus, Chicago Botanic 
Gardens, Orphans of the Storm and many 
others.  In addition, Torres serves on the 
Northbrook Chamber board of directors 
and Operations Manager Brian Lee serves 
on the Village’s Industrial and Commercial 
Development Commission (ICDC).  
 Another important way the center 
supports the community is through its 
policy of purchasing goods and services 
locally.  “Whenever possible we use a local 
vender, something that our operations team 
is very proud of,” notes Torres.  Some of 
the vendors include Lewis Floor and Home, 
Moore Landscapes, LaMarCo Systems, 
Reliance Plumbing, Wiss Janney Elstner, 

and Fast Signs.  Northbrook Court is also a 
frequent sponsor and supporter of Chamber 
events, including the Golf Outing and is a 
generous donor for the Chamber’s most 
important fundraiser the Auction and Taste.
 Whether it’s partnering with community 
organizations, collaborating with area 
schools to showcase artwork, or welcoming 
in children on a cold or snowy day to play 
at the signature Tree House play area, 
Northbrook Court sees no boundaries for 
ways to continue to be a good corporate 
citizen.   “It’s who we are,” says Torres.
 Northbrook Court will donate its $500 
honorarium to Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook and will match the donation 
with another $500.

Countryside Montessori School
Small Business of the Year
Since that memorable day in 1967, when 
Frank and Annette Kulle unlocked the front 
door  to welcome the first class of pre-

school students,  Countryside Montessori 
School has consistently lived up to its own 
philosophy of creating an environment 
where all things are possible.  Head of School 
Wendy Calise, daughter of the founders and 
herself a graduate of the school’s inaugural 
first grade class, has witnessed and helped 
steer the steady growth and expansion of 
the school where the guiding principles of  
respect, resourcefulness and responsibility 
have impacted thousands of successful 
students over the years.  
       From that single space that housed 
classrooms for pre-schoolers, the school 
has steadily grown and expanded over 
48 years.  In 1971 elementary classes for 
grades 1 – 6 were added.  Later, programs 
for toddlers aged 18 months to 3 years were 
also added.   In 1995, with more students 
enrolled, the gym and four additional 
classrooms were built.  
   Seeing a great opportunity for further 
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expansion, the two houses down the street 
was purchased in 2008.  With a number of 
students and families clamoring for a chance 
to continue their Montessori education after 
sixth grade, plans for the addition of a middle 
school were launched.  Building plans were 
finally approved, construction completed 
and a new middle school opened in 2013.  
Since then, enrollment for grades 7  and 8  
has doubled from 8 to 16 students, with an 
even  bigger class on the horizon for next 
year.
  The school has experienced the 
biggest growth in enrollment in grades 1 – 
6, expanding from 7 students over 40 years 
ago to over 60 in 2015.  With over 90 students 
ages 3 – 6 enrolled, the toddler program has 
also grown.  Overall enrollment has risen in 
the last 10 years from 140 to currently 180 
students.   In the last ten years, the number 
of staffers has risen from 20 to  30.   
  Calise notes that Countryside is 
predicated on three guidelines.  First, she 
notes that young people want to make 
decisions and have an impact on their 
education, something that is at the core 
of the school’s philosophy. Students are 
actively involved in establishing their 
curriculum and setting goals with their 
teachers. Secondly, students want to go 
beyond their own self interests and make a 
contribution and help their peers.  Students 
work collaboratively and learn the value of 
cooperation.  Calise adds,  “It is an integral 
part of the curriculum and why our students 
love school.”
    Finally, the school has active 
engagement as part of the learning 
experience – doing things and not just 
learning passively.  As an example, she 
points to a program where sixth graders 
interact twice a week with nearby Brandel 
Care residents.   Calise labels the last 10 
years as transformative, growing from 
being primarily known as a pre-school to an 
independent school serving students of all 
ages.  
 Parents speak highly about how their 
children’s experiences at Countryside 
prepared them for life. “Countryside 
Montessori is not just a place to send your 
children to school. It is where the children 
and parents learn together to form a 
functional  family unit towards  becoming 
valuable participants in society,” comments 

Steven Elisco, whose daughter Grace 
attended the school for 3 years.  “From 
both a functional and financial perspective 
their business model only works with 
parent participation. It is a combination of 
clear communication about expectations 
toward meeting  academic, philosophical 
and financial goals  and positive results, 
that have made this school a continuing 
success for almost 50 years.”   
   Members of the Chamber’s Business 
Awards committee noted the school’s ability 
to grow and thrive without the benefit of any 
public funds.  “Countryside is an extremely 
well run school that has continued to grow 
in the face of strong competition in an arena 
which is celebrated for its strong public 
school system,” comments Barbara Winter, 
First Bank of Highland Park.  “ Secondly, 
it offers a creative alternative educational 
model that has been embraced by the 
community.” 
  Calise notes that the school is always 
on the path of seeking growth and success.  
“This is a community of people who have 
gotten things done – who have never been 
satisfied with the status quo,” she notes.  
“This is a place where we never settle for 
‘good enough’ but we always strive for a 
place where people can envision different 
possibilities and create their own success.” 
 Countryside will donate its $500 
honorarium to the North Sububan YMCA.
 Countryside Montessori School is a 
not-for-profit organization overseen by a 
seven member board of directors and is 
an accredited member of the Independent 
Schools Association of the Central States 
(ISACS).

Bob Caldwell, Volunteer of the Year
From his first introduction as a newcomer 
at the Chamber’s First Friday networking 
event, to stepping up to become one of 
the most reliable Northbrook Chamber 
volunteers, Bob Caldwell epitomizes the 
spirit of giving back.  
 Only a few short years ago, Bob had 
just started his business North Shore 
FamilyCare, a non-medical home care 
agency providing a wide range of in-home 
care services to North Shore communities, 
and was seeking to find ways to grow his 
business.  He remembers vividly his initiation 
into the Chamber at his first First Friday 
breakfast.  “I didn’t know what a Chamber 

did and I didn’t know a single person there,” 
he recalls.  “It was overwhelming.” But he 
was impressed by the event and instantly 
made new contacts.  He also made it a 
point to take to heart the advice he received 
from Andy Vass:  “Get involved.”
 Bob rolled up his sleeves and began 
not only attending events, but volunteering 
to help plan the Chamber’s annual Auction 
and Taste.  With his avid golfing background 
he also enthusiastically stepped up to serve 
as a volunteer with the Golf Outing, where 
every year golfers look forward to his adept 
supervision of the Putting Contest.   
 Two years ago Bob was tapped to 
become a Chamber Ambassador, where he 
is consistently called on to help newcomers 
and prospective members feel comfortable 
and welcome at Chamber events.  “I truly 
enjoy bringing people into the Chamber 
because I can relate to them as newcomers,” 
he says.  
 Fellow Chamber Ambassadors 
appreciate Bob’s enthusiasm and his 
cheerful, energetic contributions to the 
Chamber. Elizabeth Fritz, 22nd Century 
Media comments, “As an Ambassador, Bob 
is warm and engaging with both prospective 
and newer members of the Northbrook 
Chamber. Bob certainly embodies the 
tagline of his business -- “Families Caring 
For Families.”
 Bob is also a graduate of the Chamber’s 
Leadership Northbrook program, where he 
was so eager to absorb and learn as much 
as possible about Northbrook’s tremendous 
resources that he never missed a class.    
He also consistently supports the Chamber 
with sponsorships and helping out at 
events whenever he can.  Recently Bob 
was tapped to serve as moderator of the 
Chamber’s signature First Friday breakfast, 
a task which he earnestly and skillfully 
embraced.
 Bob is also active in Northbrook Rotary, 
where he enjoys participating with fellow 
Chamber members.  He also serves as a 
director for the Western Golf Association, 
which runs the Evans Scholars Foundation.
 Whether a veteran or newcomer, 
anyone attending a Chamber event can 
always rest assured they will be welcome.  
They need only look for Bob  – the tall 
man with the signature bow tie -- who will 
make them feel at home with a friendly and 
encouraging word for everyone. 
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Chicago Bears wide 
receiver Brandon 
Marshall (c) officially 
opened his elite sports 
performance training 
facility FitSpeed 
in Northbrook last 
month.  Participating 
in the grand opening 
festivities were  (l to 
r) Chamber President 
Tensley Garris, Village 
President Sandy Frum 
along with Chamber 
Board Chair Ashley 
Delaney and son Griffin. 

Learn how to better organize your e-mail 
contents at an informative lunch program 
“E-mail Archiving and Management” 
hosted by Des Plaines Office Equipment  
on Wednesday, Feb. 11th from 11:30 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m.  The program will include tips on 
how to back up your important e-mails and 
set up a dynamic email archiving system.  
Call (847)879-6400 or visit www.dpoe.com/
events.

The Regenstein Center Greenhouses and 
Galleries will be transformed by a sea of color 
as over 10,000 orchids will be on display at 
the Chicago Botanic Garden’s month long 
Orchid Show, opening on Saturday, Feb. 
14th .  Visit www.chicagobotanic.org/orchid 
for a complete list of events and programs.

The Northbrook Symphony will present 
“Classical Delights, Masters of the 
Enlightenment” at 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 22nd 
at the Sheely Center for the Performing 
Arts at Glenbrook North High School.  
The program will feature guest violinist 
Serena Harnack from the Music Institute of 
Chicago.  Call (847)272-0755 for tickets.

Stop by Sunset Foods on Wednesday, 
Feb. 25th at noon for a discussion led 
by the Northbrook Public Library about 
popular Library apps for free e-books, 
movies, music TV shows, audio books and 
the Library Catalogue.  The program will be 
repeated at 7:00 p.m. at the Library

The North Suburban YMCA will hold its 
annual fundraiser, featuring a silent and 
live auction, along with bocce and bowling 
on Thursday, Feb. 26th from 5:30 p.m. – 
9:30 p.m. at Pinstripes.  Glenbrook North 
Principal Paul Pryma will be honored with 
the 2015 Thiel award.  Tickets are $125 
per person; several sponsorships are also 
available.  Call (847)272-7250 or visit www.
nsymca.org for more information.

Learn more about the benefits of 
completing advanced healthcare directives, 
including Durable Power of Attorney for 
Healthcare and a Living Will on Thursday, 
Feb. 26th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at 
The Cancer Wellness Center.  Visit  www.
cancerwellness.org for more information.

Anyone downsizing or doing some spring 
cleaning is encouraged to donate unwanted 
jewelry, glassware, crystal, china, pottery, 
figurines, small antique furniture books and 
collectibles to stock the North Shore Senior 
Center’s Mim’s Gift Shop, and the Vintage 
Marketplace Sale in the spring.  Donations 
are tax deductible.  Call (847)784-6035 for 
more information.

The Northbrook Park District is accepting 
nominations for the Hall of Fame, which 
recognizes volunteers who significantly 
improved Park District programs or 
facilities.  Nominations are also sought for 
the Sports Hall of Fame which recognizes 
accomplished athletes who are from 
Northbrook or who trained at the Park 
District facilities.  For more information visit 
nbparks.org 

Congratulations to AmpliVox for receiving 
the Hero Award from Special Olympics 
Illinois (SOILL), for the company’s donation 
of a portable public announcement system 
to all of SOILL’s area and statewide offices.  
The company was one of 10 businesses 
honored for improving the quality of life for 
Special Olympics athletes.

Covenant Village recently unveiled its new 
114,000 square foot three story building The 
Evergreen, featuring 55 one, two and three 
bedroom units and a first floor common 
room overlooking the pond on the 5 acre 
campus.  Visit www.covenantnorthbrook.
org/the-evergreen to see the floor plans 
and learn more.

Chamber members Jim Rice, Perl 
Mortgage and Marsha Schwartz, 
Coldwell Banker invite fellow members to 
consider joining Networking Advantage, a 
group of non-competing businesses that 
meet at the Chamber every other Tuesday 
morning from 7:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. to share 
business knowledge and referrals.

Advertising Available in 2015 
Community guide
The Chamber is pleased to announce that 
it is again partnering with The Northbrook 
Tower to produce the 2015/16 Community 
Resource Guide.  The four color guide 
is a handy reference for anyone seeking 
information on Village government and 
services, schools, recreation, civic and 
social groups and includes a two page 
calendar of events.  The publication will 
also feature the summer Shopping and 
Dining Guide inserted into the publication.  
The Guide will be direct mailed to all 
homes and businesses in Northbrook, with 
an initial distribution of over 16,500.  In 
addition, 4,000 Guides will be distributed 
throughout the year at Chamber events and 
by hotels, large corporations, real estate 
agents, civic organizations, the Library and 
numerous businesses in the community.  
Anyone interested in learning more about 
advertising opportunities (exclusive to 
Chamber Members) is encouraged to 
return the flyer in this newsletter or contact 
The Northbrook Tower’s Sales Director 
Elizabeth Fritz.fritz@22ndCenturyMedia.
com.
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NETWORKING

First Friday Networking Breakfast
Friday, February 6
7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
2002 Walters Ave.
$10 members, $20 guests payable at the 
door
Guests MUST register 24 hours in advance. 
Guest registration will not be taken at the door.

Get the New Year off to a great start and 
join over 100 members and guests for 
proven networking opportunities at the 
First Friday Networking breakfast.   The 
structured breakfast includes time for 
informal networking, brief introductions and 
roundtable discussions that will give you 
solid business leads.

SOHO roundtable (Small office/home office)
Wednesday, February 11
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
No charge; members are invited to bring 
their lunch.
At this informal roundtable discussion, 
small business owners and entrepreneurs 
help each other problem solve and discuss 
relevant business concerns.   Discussion 
is driven by participants, and often centers 
around best business practices, keeping up 
with the latest trends, marketing tips and 
the latest in technology. 

Business After 
Hours
Thursday, February 19
5:00– 7:00 p.m.
Gregory Hyundai
490 Skokie Valley Rd., Highland Park
Complimentary for members; 
$20 for guests

Check out the spacious showroom and 
learn more about the outstanding selection 
of new and used vehicles at this family-
owned dealership.  Learn more about their 
outstanding customer service philosophy, 
professionalism and courteous service.  
Bring plenty of business cards for network-
ing or to win a raffle prize.

Mark Your Calendar for the Chamber’s 
BIG events 

With the so many events and programs to remember, why not mark 
your calendar now for some of the larger events and fundraisers?  
Information about all of the events, including sponsorship 
opportunities, will be communicated through the Chamber 
newsletter and weekly e-mails, but it’s helpful to plan ahead so you 
don’t miss out.  Members are encouraged to bring colleagues and 
guests to any and all of the following events as a way to showcase 
all that the Chamber has to offer.

Economic Outlook Breakfast - Wednesday, April 22, 2015 
An informative presentation by Jack Ablin, Chief Investment Officer 
for BMO Private Bank, addressing current economic trends;  with 
the DBR and Glenview Chambers

Annual Golf Outing & Dinner – Friday, June  12, 2015
 The Golf Outing combines an 18-hole “friendly” tournament 
with a rousing post-event dinner and awards presentation.  Among 
the 150 attendees are business owners, corporate business 
leaders, their clients and friends.

Business Expo & After Hours – Wednesday, July 22, 2015
Fifty Northbrook, Deerfield and Glenview Chamber exhibitors have 
an opportunity to showcase their business at this annual Expo that 
attracts 400 owners and managers.

Annual Auction & Taste – Monday, October 26, 2015
 A long-standing Chamber tradition, the Auction & Taste 
features a lively Silent and Live Auction featuring valuable items.  
The 400+ attendees appreciate the social and networking aspects 
as well as the delicious fare from 18 prominent local restaurants.
 If you would like more information about any of these events 
or fundraisers, including sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
Tami Olsen at (847)513-6003.

lunch and learn
“The Beginners Guide to Search Engine Optimization”
 Featuring Galia Polyanovsky, Speroteck

Tuesday, February 24
11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
$15 members/$20 guests and at the door (light lunch provided)

In today’s business climate, simply having a website isn’t enough. 
A successful business needs to have a strong online presence in 
order to grow sales and attract customers.   With so many on-
line competitors it’s important to have a good Search Engine 
Optimization (SEO) strategy so that your business is easily found 
by search engines such as Bing and Google.  At this informative 
program, OMCP® Certified, SEO and AdWords Practitioner, Gaia 
Polyanovsky will share pointers on how to promote your website on 
Google organically and explain the importance of SEO not just as 
a one-time requirement but as an ongoing process.  She will also 
explain other options that are available such as a “paid search.” 
Some of the topics she will cover will be how to write and style 
effective keywords, how to offer promotions so that customers will 
link to your site, sending out press releases 
with a link to your business, and the effective 
use of images and hyperlinks. She will 
also cover upcoming 
changes in online 
marketing strategies and 
what to expect in 2015.
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CHAMBER EVENTS

1. Dick Hochschild, American Weathermakers (l) with Village Trustee Jim Karagianis and Jim Kahan, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management  2. Chamber President Tensley Garris 
welcomes Village President Sandy Frum  3. Eric Miller, office of U.S. Congressman Robert Dold with Mark Cohen, State Farm Insurance   4. North Suburban YMCA Executive Director 
Howard Schultz with Chamber board member Kris Ruben, Ruben & Goldberg   5. Darade Collins, Nicor and Jeff Batara, ComEd   6. Northbrook Chamber board member Terri Dalenta, 
Allstate Insurance (l)  with Laura Bernhard, Oliver Group and Sara Silver, Computer Companion  7. Northbrook Village Clerk Debbie Ford (l) with Assistant to the Village Manager  Rob 
Sabo and Public Works Management Analyst Andrew Letson

leaders from over 130 businesses attended last month’s annual State of the Village address featuring Northbrook Village 
President Sandy Frum at Marcello’s in downtown.

1. 2.

3. 4. 5.

6. 7.
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First Friday 
Networking Breakfast

7:00 a.m. -  9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

SOHO (Small office/ home office) 
roundtable

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office

Chamber Board 
Meeting 

7:30 a.m. - 9::00 a.m.
Chamber office

leadership 
Northbrook

8:15 a.m. -   Noon
Northbrook Police  Dept.

State of the Village
11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Marcello’s
1911 Cherry lane

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

gregory hyundai
490 Skokie Valley rd., 

highland park

leadership 
Northbrook

8:15 a.m. -  Noon
glenbrook North High School

BuSiNeSS exPO lunch & learn
Beginner’s guide to Search 

Engine optimization
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Chamber Office

CAleNDAr oF eVeNtS
mon tue Wed thu Fri

Allgauer’s
romantic Dinner menus
Valid:  February 13 – Feb. 15

Giordanos
12 inch heart shaped pizzas
Valid:  Feb 9 – Feb. 15

Hilton Chicago Northbrook
Valentine’s Weekend overnight packages for $99
Valid: Feb. 13 – 16

Jacqueline’s of Northbrook
30% off all heart shaped jewelry 
Valid: through Feb. 15

Maggiano’s Little Italy
Valentine’s Day kids cooking class
Valid:  February 14

Pancetta’s
$40 Valentine’s Dinner for 2
Valid:  February 14

Pinstripes
heart shaped pizzas, decadent deserts and more
Valid: Feb. 13 – Feb. 15

Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel
romantic overnight stay (includes gift card to 
ruth’s Chris)
Valid: through Feb. 22

Ruth’s Chris
Filet and lobster dinner for $48.95
Valid:  Feb. 12 - 15

Smart Jewelers
10% off any item
Valid: through February 16
restrictions may apply.  For more details & special 
offers go to northbrookchamber.org

VALENTINE’S DAY
Hot DeALS

 lunch & learn First Friday 
Networking Breakfast

7:00 a.m. -  9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office


