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Trustees Favor Life Time Fitness 
Proposal for 1000 Skokie Blvd.
After months of deliberation and conflicting 
votes from the commissions that reviewed 
the project, a majority of Village Trustees 
have indicated they intend to vote in favor 
of the proposed Life Time Fitness project at 
1000 Skokie Boulevard.    The development 
includes a 93,000 square foot fitness facility, 
43,000 square foot Children’s Learning 
Adventure child care facility and a five-story 
338-unit multi-family apartment building by 
The Finger Companies.
 After numerous Plan Commission 
public hearings where concerns were 
expressed about parking, density and set-
backs, developers amended the original 
project.  Changes included:  reducing the 
residential building footprint and increasing 
the structure’s height to five stories, so 
to no longer require setback variations, 
increasing the amount of surface parking 
for both the residential and commercial 
components, changes to the design of the 
Children’s Learning Adventure building, and 
adding landscaping and buffering elements 
along the west property line.  
 Citing a lack of synergy between the 
land uses, the multiple special permits 
required and duplication of businesses 
that are already in the Village, the Plan 
Commission ultimately voted  4 - 3 against 
the project.   The Architectural Control 

Retailers Highlight Latest Trends for Holiday Shoppers
As shoppers set out with their lists during 
the busy  holiday season, eager to know 
what gift is all the rage, Northbrook 
retailers are ready to help everyone find the 
perfect present for that someone special.  
Northbrook Court Senior General Manager 
Caryn Torres identifies several trends to 
help guide shoppers this season:

Personalized Gifts   From jewelry to 
clothing to travel mugs, gifts that can be 
identified with a memory, or an experience 
are growing in popularity.  Tiffany's and 
Silver Corner will engrave a message on a 
necklace or charm.  Pandora also features 
a variety of charms representing a memory.   
Starbucks features the "You are Here" 
collection mugs which pay tribute to different 
cities around the world.  The stackable 
mugs make great gifts that represent a visit 
or experience with someone, and can also 
be packaged with coffee.    

Fitness Meets Fashion  Workout clothes 
aren't just for the gym anymore.  "Now 

we have "athleisure," where fitness meets 
fashion," says Torres, with fitness clothes 
now branded as casual wear, designed for 
people with active lifestyles.   Sleek, stylish 
work-out pants, with stretchy, breathable 
fabric can be worn for dog walking, running 
errands, or informal activities, paired with 
fashionable tops and jackets.  Activity 
tracker Fitbits, long popular in electronic 
stores, have also invaded the fashion world 
and fit into jewelry.   

Experiences/Charity   Gifts that offer a 
service or experience, are a popular new 
trend.  "A lot of people find meaning in 
giving something that they might enjoy 
together," comments Torres.  Some 
examples include cooking classes, movie 
gift cards, golf lessons, sports tickets, 
concert series or theater season tickets.  If 
you know the person's interests, health club 
memberships, museum memberships, zoo 
or botanic garden memberships are good 
choices.  A contribution to the person's 

Celebrate the Holiday Season in Northbrook
Many stores will have extended holiday hours; there will be festive 
decorations and plenty of opportunities to share with others this 
upcoming holiday season:
 Northbrook Court features extended shopping hours 
and a number of special photo opportunities 
in December.  To make it easier for families 
bringing in children for photos with Santa and 
avoid  long wait times,  a new reservation 
system for a specific date and time for 
Santa photos will be available through 
www.northbrookcourt.com. For a 
small donation to Orphans of the 
Storm, gift wrapping is available 
every Friday and Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and 
every Sunday from 9:00 
a.m. to close and every day 
of the week Dec. 21 - 24 
Celebrate the Holidays Cont. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
I have to admit, even 
though I am not a big 
fan of the snow and 
cold, December is one 
of my favorite months 
of the year.  There’s 
nothing more enjoyable 
than seeing all the 
decorations, the sparkly 
lights, hearing about 
family celebrations and 
of course, the festive 

atmosphere in the stores.   Fortunately for all 
of us, we can find everything we need for the 
holidays right here in Northbrook --  world 
class stores, terrific boutiques, outstanding 
restaurants and shopping experiences that 
offer that personal touch.  Shopping locally 
is not only a wonderful convenience, but  it 
keeps our local economy strong, and puts 
tax dollars right back into our community to 
support schools, public services and all the 
institutions that make our Village a great place 
to live.  Check out some great ideas right in 
this newsletter, or just enjoy wandering through 
some favorite (and new) stores, where I know 
I will get inspiration for all my gifts as well as 
friendly and personal service.

 The end of the year is always bittersweet, 
as we say good-bye to the old year and look 
with anticipation to 2016. It’s also time where 
we bid a fond farewell to Board members whose 
terms expiring.  I’d like to express my personal 
gratitude to the three outstanding individuals 
that will be leaving the Board this month after 
six years of dedicated service. Mark Brodson 
served on several committees and is actively 
engaged at our many networking events as an 
Ambassador.  As a small business owner, Ken 
Samson shared his perspective and expertise 
on an array of legislative issues and was a 
steadfast supporter of all of our major events.  
Barb Winter, a graduate of the Chamber’s 
Leadership Northbrook program, was a great 
resource for the Board, often called upon for 
her financial expertise.   I hope all three of them 
will continue to participate in the organization 
as their service is truly valued.
 As we enter the holiday season, I hope 
all of our Chamber members will take a break 
from their hectic work schedules and pause to 
reflect on their accomplishments from the past 
year.  However and wherever you celebrate, 
from all of us at the Chamber, best wishes for a 
happy and healthy holiday.  We look forward to 
seeing you in the New Year!
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until 6 p.m.
 At the Chicago Botanic Garden 
shoppers can purchase beautiful items in 
their Gift Shop.  Take a break from shopping 
and enjoy the Wonderland Express featuring 
750,000 lights and 10 garden-scale trains 
winding their way over 1,300 feet of track with 
landscapes of 80 miniature versions of Chicago 
signature landmarks. Check the website www.
chicagobotanic.org for information on holiday 
concerts, breakfast with Santa, ice sculpture 
displays and holiday musical performances.
 The Northbrook Park District invites 
everyone to a free Holiday Skating Recital on 
Thursday, December 17th from 6:00 – 9:00 
p.m. at the Northbrook Sports Center featuring 
skaters performing to holiday music, photos 
with Santa and hot chocolate.  Visit www.
nbparks.org for a list of all the special activities.

ChARITABlE OPPORTuNITIES
New, unwrapped toys for needy children for 
the U.S. Marines Toys for Tots program can be 
dropped off through Friday, December 11th at 

Charles Schwab, AAA Northbrook, the Village 
of Northbrook and Francesca's Restaurant 
during office hours.
 To make the holidays brighter for children 
and families, Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook sponsors a holiday gift program.  
Unwrapped gifts, or monetary donations to 
support the program will make the holidays 
brighter for 1500 children.  Visit www.ysn.org 
for drop off locations.
 United Services by Permaco is partnering 
with Bernie’s Book Bank, a Chicagoland 
non-profit organization whose mission is to 
help supply books to at-risk children.  United 
Services will accept books at their 46 Sherwood 
Terrace, Lake Bluff office during business hours.  
For more information call (847)816-9800.
 Starbucks is collecting new toys for 
distribution to children in Chicago area hospitals 
who are diagnosed with cancer.  New art 
supplies, games, books, dolls puzzles, LEGOs 
and other toys for infants through late teens 
can be dropped off throughout the month.

Celebrate the Holiday Season Cont. from pg. 1

A Message from the Chamber President 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

LIfe Time Fitness Proposal Cont. from pg. 1

Commission, however, unanimously 
recommended approval of the design of the 
development.
 Village Attorney Steve Elrod announced 
at the October Village Board meeting that 
to address concerns about the loss of 
potential sales tax on the property, the 
developers offered to pay $40,000 a year 
in-lieu of taxes for the next 12 years.
 Trustees generally commented that the 
project fits with the Comprehensive Plan 
and that too many other projects have been 
considered and failed over the last decade.  
Often referred to as the ComEd property, 
the site has been the subject of a number 
of proposals, including a Wal-Mart and a 
Costco, which were withdrawn.  
 “Does this meet my vision for this 
property?  No it doesn’t,” commented 
Trustee Todd Heller who indicated he will 
still vote for it.  “I think Northbrook’s vision is 
something that generates a lot of sales tax, 
but nobody comes, and there is no traffic.”  
He added that trying to find a project that 
would generate sales tax was completely 
unrealistic.  “I don’t want this property to lie 
fallow for another ten years.”  
 Trustee Michael Scolaro echoed the 
sentiment.  “The choice here is between 
more of the same - which is nothing - or 
an evolvement such as this.”  Citing 
developers for Walmart and others who 
walked away, he said the development will 
have a relatively low impact on the area 
and that “it suits my eye.”   He added that 
the additional payment in lieu of taxes over 
the next 20 years offered a very compelling 
argument.
 Trustee Katherine Ciesla commented 
that there will never be an office on the 
site, and that the support of the area 
homeowners association was a significant 
factor in her decision to support it.
 “Commercial is dead on this site,” 

commented Village President Sandy Frum.  
“It was shot down.  The bigger question is 
‘Is this a good mix and is it beneficial?’”  
She commented that it’s important to weigh 
all of the factors, and that some of the 
$40,000 could be used to address some of 
the resident concerns, such as improving 
the bike paths.  
 Both Trustees Bob Israel and Jim 
Karagianis expressed clear opposition.  
While Israel said he appreciated the fact that 
the developers addressed set-back issues 
and green space, “This is not a facility that 
I’d likely ever go into.”  Commenting that he 
intended to abide by the Plan Commission 
vote, he said he didn’t think the land uses all 
fit together.
 Trustee Karagianis expressed even 
stronger opposition.  “I don’t think we 
should settle,” he commented.  “This is 
the last significant piece of property in 
Northbrook to be developed, and it doesn’t 
provide anything for the Village.”  He 
expressed numerous concerns including 
the density, the number of variations 
requested, and traffic.  “Why are we rushing 
to approve this?”  He added that he isn’t 
a big fan of big apartment buildings which 
are already being built farther north as part 
of the 770 NorthShore project.  He also 
noted the duplication of services, as there 
are already numerous child care and other 
fitness facilities.  In addition, he pointed out 
that the property includes a Cook County 
Class C tax break which was intended for 
remedial repair of the site so that retail could 
go in.  “It’s just too big a piece of property to 
not generate any sales tax,” he said. 
 Trustees voted 6 - 1 to have Village 
staff  prepare the documents for a final vote 
this month.  For more information visit the 
Village website www.northbrook.il.us.

favorite charity can also make a great gift.   
Subscription Services: To give a gift that 
extends beyond the holiday season, many 
stores offer subscriptions, or gifts that arrive 
every month.  For example, Starbucks 
has a plan that offers an 8.8 ounce bag of 
Starbucks coffee delivered every month 
for three, six or 12 months.  Other options 
are beer or wine of the month.  For around 
$10 a month, Birchbox.com offers monthly 
deliveries of grooming, beauty and lifestyle 
products.

holiday Fashion Sparkles  Torres notes 
that faux fur is very in, with many stores 
featuring faux vests.  Sequins, glitter and  
bling are popular, particularly in stores with 
appeal to younger shoppers.  Downtown 
boutique Juniper features a holiday sequin 
swirl dress.  At Kovet, a classic sequin 
holiday romper is a great choice for night 
out. Also at Kovet, fleece lined items 
provide both style and comfort.  Black 
fleece lined tights as well as fleece lined 
knee highs are cozy and soft, combining 
the practical and fashionable.  For a fun gift, 
fur key rings are all the rage, according to 
owner Karen Scott.  The real fur rings come 
in six different colors and make it easy to 
find your keys. 

Technology Accessories  "A lot of 
technology accessories that make people's 
lives easier or enhance what they enjoy 
make great gifts," suggests Caryn.  Small 
sensors that fit into special gloves, allow 
you to measure your golf, tennis or baseball 
bat swing.  Another hot product is a small 
device with a magnetic mount and tripod 
that make it easy to securely place or mount 
your smartphone to a desk, in the car or 
in the kitchen so you can watch a video, 
follow a recipe, or take a picture.  For a 
young person with a smartphone, there are 
now stylish, kid-proof smartphone cases.

Digital Trends  Holiday shoppers will find 
a number of cutting edge, yet affordable 
high tech items this the holiday season.  
"This year 4K, or Ultra High Definition,  
has exploded in the latest technology 
products," points out Mike Egan, Best Buy.  
"Hollywood, the sports industry and cable 
TV are now shooting in 4K, so now there 

Retailers Highlight Trends Cont. from pg. 1
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CHAMBER NEWS

Free Ways to Promote Your Business Through the Chamber
Businesses looking for new marketing 
opportunities have a valuable partner with 
the Chamber, using options ranging from 
print to social media.   Any member can 
increase their visibility by taking advantage 
of the following at no charge:

The Chamber's monthly publication 
"Business News and Views" features a 
full page of news items on the Business 
Briefs page, highlighting information from 
members that often includes events, 
programs, and fundraisers.  Business Briefs 
is also a great way to announce contact 
information changes, an award or special 
recognition.  News must be submitted by 
the 10th of the month and should be no 
more than 50 words.

Another great way to share news is through 
the Chamber's monthly e-blast, which is sent 
to 1900 Chamber e-mail contacts the first 
business day of every month.  Appropriate 
information for e-Announcements follows 
the same guidelines as for the newsletter, 
but is particularly helpful when announcing 

classes or programs where follow up is 
required. The item can include a link to 
your event or news item for registration 
or for further information.  Videos posted 
to YouTube can also be included in 
e-Announcements. News items must be 
submitted to info@northbrookchamber.org 
by the 25th of the month.  Due to space 
limitations, announcements should be no 
more than 40 words.

Research shows that over 90% of Americans 
shop with coupons.  The Chamber offers 
free on-line couponing, titled “HotDeals,” 
through its website, which receives more 
than 3,000 unique visitors each month.  
Effective offers are quantifiable, with a 
percentage off, or specific dollar savings. 
Offers can be short term, for an extended 
time period or seasonally timed.  They can 
be printed as a coupon or with instructions 
for how to be redeemed.  Members can 
post the offer themselves or submit it to the 
Chamber and it will be posted for them.  A 
Hot Deal icon appears next to the member 
listing, making your business stand out when 
someone searches by business category on 

the website.  Hot Deals are also prominently 
featured on the back page of the monthly 
newsletter for increased visibility, and also 
appear on the Chamber's Twitter page.  

The Chamber Facebook page is a great 
way to give you visibility and keep your 
fellow Chamber members up to date with 
your latest news.  The page features news 
about upcoming events and programs, 
with colorful photos and/or website link 
for more information.  Growing each week, 
the Chamber page has 616 "Likes" with an 
average of 100 views on each post.  Any 
Chamber member can submit a photo, 
or information to be posted on the page.  
Members can also share a post from their 
page onto the Chamber's page.  As there 
are no deadline requirements for Facebook, 
it's ideal for any last minute news which can 
be posted on demand.
 For more information on any of these and 
other low-cost marketing options, contact 
the Chamber office at (847)513-6005.  The 
Chamber reserves the right to edit any of 
the items for content and space purposes.

are more devices than ever that can take 
advantage of this new technology."  Prices 
for the 4K TVs have dropped significantly, 
including sizable discounts on high end 
sets with over 60 models now available in 
store.  
 Not only TVs, but streaming media 
player Roku allows you to stream 4K content 
from hundreds of channels, such as Netflix 
and Hulu.  Devices start at $50.  The 4K 
technology has also spread to cameras and 
computers.   Popular GoPro cameras, used 
for live action photography, now feature the 
4K technology.   A number of smartphones 
now also feature cameras that shoot in 4K.  
Some Dell computers now also feature a 4K 
screen.
 The hot new Sonos wireless speaker 
system can be hooked up to any TV or music 
device, delivering  sound that's true to the 
music and right for the room. Using WiFi, 
you can control all music and streaming 
services from an app on a smartphone, 

tablet or computer.   The speakers come 
in three sizes and price points. To enjoy  
music on the go, ditch the wires with 
portable Bluetooth speakers that range in 
price from $20 to $129.    Hook up your 
portable device to Bluetooth headphones 
when headed outdoors for a walk.  
 Tablets continue to be popular gift 
items, with extremely affordable options.  
Both e-Readers and tablets have come 
down in price from a year ago.  Kindle 

offers a reader for under $50.  Tablets for 
kids range in price from $100 to $150 and 
feature protective covers and appropriate 
content.           
 For something unique and cutting edge, 
or for someone who truly has everything, 
you can always purchase a drone.   Whether 
you're interested in a high-tech drone that's 
designed for outstanding photography, or 
you just want some remote-controlled fun, 
you can find six different options.  For the 
ultimate in high tech you can purchase a 

drone that shoots 
H o l l y w o o d -
worthy 4K video.
  For a “tech tour” 
of the Best Buy 
store in Willow 
Festival, or for 
help selecting a 
gift, call Mike at 
(847) 205-2305.

Retailers Highlight Trends Cont. from pg. 3

E-ANNOuNCEMENTS

NEwSlETTER

hOT DEAlS

FACEBOOk



Bringing People & Business Togerher 5

BUSINESS BRIEFS

 At the ribbon cutting 
ceremony to celebrate 

the opening of 
Waterway Carwash 

were (l to r) Waterway 
founder and Chairman 

Henry Dubinsky, 
Waterway CEO and 

President Bob Dubinsky, 
Village President Sandy 

Frum, Waterway VP and 
Regional Partner Shaun 
Nordgaarden, Chamber 
President Tensley Garris 

and Glenbrook North 
Assistant Principal Dr. 

Michael Tarjan.

Holiday Business Briefs
Enjoy the sounds of the season at the 
Northbrook Symphony concert  “Music 
for the Holidays” on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 3:00 
p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at the Chapel of the 
Holy Spirit,  Techny Towers.    Tickets are 
available at www.northbrooksymphony.org 
or call (847)272-0755.

The Northbrook Park District’s Community 
Choir will present two free concerts:  on 
Saturday, Dec. 5 at the Northbrook Theater 
at 7:30 p.m. and on Monday, Dec. 7 at the 
Northbrook Public Library at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information call (847)291-2995.

To raise awareness about local and 
worldwide hunger, Oakton Community 
College will hold an “Empty Bowls at 
Oakton” event on Saturday, Dec. 5 from 
10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Professional and 
student potters from Chicago will contribute 
hundreds of unique bowls for this annual 
fundraiser. Donation of $15 includes 
a handcrafted bowl and a hot lunch.  
Proceeds benefit local food pantries, soup 
kitchens and other meal programs.

Whether they’ve been naughty or nice, 
have your pet’s photo taken with “ Santa 
Paws” at The heartland Animal Shelter 
on Sunday, Dec. 6th between  11:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. Cost is a $5 tax deductible 
donation to the shelter;  Includes electronic 
photos.

The Chicago Botanic Garden will hold a 
Hanukkah Concert on Sunday, Dec. 6 and 
a Christmas Concert on Saturday, Dec. 
12.  Concert times are 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 
p.m. in the Alsdorf Auditorium.  Cost is $17 
in advance $20 at the door.  Visit www.
chicagobotanic.org for more information.  

Morton’s The Steakhouse will be open for 
lunch on the following dates in December: 
8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 
18th, 21st, 22nd from 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 
p.m. featuring the normal a la carte menu as 
well as a 3 course lunch special for $29.00 
Call (847) 205-5111 to make a reservation.

Pinstripes will host a special brunch 
featuring photo opportunities with Santa 
on Sunday, December 6th and Sunday, 

December 13th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  Cost for the savory and sweet brunch 
buffet is $30 for adults; $15 for kids 6-12; 
free for kids 5 and under.  Reservations are 
recommended by calling (847)480-2323.

Staff designers will help customers make a 
custom arrangement at the Red’s Garden 
Center “Greens and Things Workshop” 
on Saturday, Dec. 5th at 10:30 a.m. and 
2:00 p.m.  On Saturday, December 12th 
children can pet and feed live reindeer from 
11 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Call (847)272-1209 or 
visit www.redsgardencenter.com for more 
information.

Celebrate the holiday season at the Cancer 
wellness Center Holiday Open House on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 
p.m. There will be food, music, holiday 
crafts and special pampering activities 
along with a chance to mingle with staff and 
volunteers.

Northshore Pet Chef offers a holiday 
doggy Gift Box filled with all natural and 
healthy dog products packaged specially 
for any size dog for the holidays that can be 
wrapped and shipped. There is no charge for 
local delivery. Visit www.northshorepetchef.
com for more information.

Glenbrook North and South high Schools 
will host their respective Winter Concerts 

on Tuesday, December 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the auditorium of each school.  The 
concerts feature the school bands, choirs 
and orchestras performing seasonal music 
and are free and open to the public. 

Pick up your holiday tree at the North 
Suburban YMCA and support the Strong 
Kids Fund.  Fresh cut trees will be for sale 
Thursday through Sunday until December 
20th, or until they are sold out.  For more 
information call (847)272-7250.

Marcello’s will be open for lunch and 
dinner on Christmas Day, December 25th.  
Visit their website www.marcellos.com.

hilton Chicago Northbrook will host a 
New Year’s Eve extravaganza featuring 
a decadent four course dinner, five hour 
open bar, party hats and favors, non-
stop dancing and entertainment, deluxe 
overnight accommodations, and full use of 
the Fitness Center, pool and sauna.  Cost is 
$349.95 per couple all inclusive.  For more 
information call (847)509-7022.

Holiday lights can be dropped off for 
recycling at the Northbrook Village hall 
lobby between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
or at the Public Works Fleet Maintenance 
Garage behind the Village Hall between 7 
a.m. and 3 p.m. on weekdays.
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NETWORKING

First Friday Networking Breakfast*
Friday, December 4
7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
2002 Walters Ave.
$10 members, $20 guests payable at the door*
Guests MUST register 24 hours in advance. Guest registration will 
not be taken at the door.

Join over 100 Chamber members and guests for proven, 
successful networking opportunities at the First Friday networking 
breakfast. The structured event includes time for informal 
networking, brief introductions, and round table discussions 
that will give you solid business leads.  In addition to catering by 
Leonard’s Bakery, the breakfast features Starbucks coffee.

*Help the Chamber make the holidays sweeter and happier for 
our friends & neighbors served by the Northfield Food Pantry and 
Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook. Bring a box of cereal for 
the Food Pantry or a Lego toy for Youth Services and receive free 
admission to this month’s First Friday breakfast.  $10 Gift Cards 
are also welcomed.

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office) Roundtable
Wednesday, December 9
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
No charge; members are invited to bring their lunch.
At this informal roundtable discussion, small business owners 
and entrepreneurs help each other problem solve and discuss 
relevant business concerns.   Discussion is driven by participants, 
and often centers around best business practices, keeping up 
with the latest trends, marketing tips and the latest in technology. 

Holiday After Hours
Thursday, December 17
5:00– 7:00 p.m.
Embassy Suites Hotel - Chicago North Shore
1445 Lake Cook Road
Complimentary for members; $20 for guests

Enjoy the spirit of the season and share holiday cheer with your 
colleagues at the Chamber’s annual Holiday After Hours.  Sample 
an assortment of special appetizers in the festively decorated 
banquet room while learning more about the newly renovated 
all-suite hotel and its many amenities.  Bring plenty of business 
cards for a chance to win a raffle prize.  

Year End Housekeeping Reminders!
With the busy holiday season, please note the following Chamber 
scheduling changes and year end reminders:
•	 In recognition of the holidays, the Chamber office will closed 

on the following dates:  December 24 and 25 and Dec. 31 and 
January There will be abbreviated office hours on December 
28, 29, 30.  On those dates the office will be open between 
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  A staff person will be in the office 
and happy to register anyone for an event or answer questions.  
The office will resume normal hours on Monday, January 4.

•	 Due to the January 1st New Year’s Day holiday, the First Friday 
networking breakfast will be held on Friday, January 8 from 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

•	 By now all members should have received an invoice for their 
2016 membership dues.  Dues remain the same as in 2015 
and there is also no increase in either the gold or platinum 
upgrades.  Prompt payment of dues keep memberships 
active and allows members to attend all events and 
programs.  If you have not received your invoice or if you 
have any questions, please contact the office at (847)498-
5555. 

Buy Your Annual Pass for First Friday
The Chamber is offering a deeply discounted 2016 First Friday 
pass through December 31st. The pass allows members to attend 
the breakfast for a cost of only $85 for the year, a savings of over 
30%.  The First Friday pass eliminates the need to wait in line or 
worry about fishing around for payment at the door.  Members who 
pre-pay for the year will receive a personal e-mail reminder every 
month and need only RSVP ahead of time and check in at the door.  
If the pass is bought in the name of the member company, it can be 
used interchangeably by any employee.  
 To purchase a pass, fill out the enclosed form, or call the 
Chamber office at (847)498-5555 to pre-pay with a credit card.

Save The DaTe  State of the Village Address 
with President Sandy Frum January 27
Chamber members are reminded to turn the 
page of their calendar to 2016 and circle the 
Wednesday, January 27th, the date for the 
annual presentation by Northbrook Village 
President Sandy Frum.  At this informative 
luncheon, President Frum will share 
valuable information about major issues and 
challenges faced by the Village of Northbrook.  
Attendees will have the opportunity to share 
their thoughts about matters of concern and ask questions.  There 
will also be an opportunity to learn about important contacts at the 
Village who can be helpful resources to the business community.  
Following the policy set by the Chamber board, the lunch is offered 
for one contact at each Chamber business at no charge.

Monthly Networking 
EVENTS



7Bringing People & Business Togerher

CHAMBER EVENTS

1. (l to r) Jenny Marta, FlexFit;  John Marta; alex Freund, Northwestern Mutual  and James hechtman, The hechtman Group  2. Chamber President Tensley Garris helps auctioneer 
Ron Bernardi, Sunset Foods field  Live auction bids  3. Shelly Blyth and Rik Blyth, General Manager of the Renaissance hotel, host of the event  4. Dan and Marla Gelfond, Personal 
history Interviews  5. volunteers Jill Narens, UPS; Chad Coe, Coe Financial Group and Margaret Kuzara, UPS  6. Glenn Weintraub, aa Service; Kathy Nellis, american Chartered Bank 
and JoJo hebl, Matlin & associates  7. Renaissance hotel executive Sous Chef Fernando Licon, with Prep Cook Diana Lepe who served up tasty fare

At the Chamber’s Annual Auction and Taste, 350 attendees enjoyed bidding on over 150 items in the Live 
and Silent Auction while sampling outstanding fare from 19 area restaurants!
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Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Northbrook Days - Beer tent

First Friday 
Networking Breakfast

7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber office

Multi-Chamber 
Networking Breakfast

7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
hilton Chicago Northbrook

SOHO (Small office/ home office) 
Roundtable

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office

Chamber Board 
Meeting 

7:30 a.m. - 9::00 a.m.
Chamber office

Leadership 
Northbrook 

8:15 a.m. - Noon
UL

SOHO Roundtable
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m

Chamber Office

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Embassy Suites

Leadership 
Northbrook

Legislative Lunch
11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wyndham glenview Suites

BUSiNESS ExPO
& After Hours

8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Wyndham glenview Suites

Christmas Eve
Chamber Office 

Closed

Christmas Day
Chamber Office 

Closed

CALENDAR oF EVENTS
mon tue Wed thu Fri

Bravo Cucina Italiana
$20 bonus card for every $100 gift Card purchase
Valid:  through Dec. 31

Costco
$10 off $100 any online purchase
Valid through Dec. 31

Di Pescara and Maggiano’s
$25 bonus certificate with $100 gift card purchase
Valid:  through December 30

Morton’s
$29 holiday lunch special
Valid: Dec. 8 - 11, 15 - 18 and 21, 22

Pinstripes
Special $30 Brunch with Santa
Valid: December 6 and 13

Red Door Spa
Spend $100 get $15 in spa dollars
Valid: through Dec. 31

Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel
$50 Food and Beverage Coupon 
 Valid: December 31 - January 3

Ruth’s Chris
holiday Surf and turf Dinner for $49.95
10% bonus card with $250 purchase
Valid:  through December 31

restrictions may apply.  For more details & special 
offers go to northbrookchamber.org

hoLIDay
Hot DealS

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m 

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

New Year’s Eve
Chamber Office 

Closed

New Year’s Day
Chamber Office Closed 

please note the First Friday 
Networking Breakfast will be 

held January 8th


