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Retailers Highlight Latest Trends Holiday Gifts Shoppers
December is traditionally associated with gift giving, as shoppers set out during the 
busy holiday season, eager to find something that is unique or special.  This year, 
Northbrook area retailers are ready to help shoppers find that perfect gift for that 
hard-to-buy for someone special.

Clothing
Karen Scott at Kovet in Willow Festival 
reports that a hot or trendy gift is fur hand 
warmers for $84.  “They are amazing and 
come in 6 different colors; one size fits 
all for this luxurious gift!”  Other versatile 
gifts are winter hats, scarves, jewelry, and 
handbags.  “We have a ‘can’t always beat 
‘em so why not join ‘em' approach with 
regard to online sales and have our own 
online store at www.shopkovet.com.”
 At Juniper, sparkles are still the 
rage, and the hot trend is the open “cold 
shoulder” on dressy tops.  Bomber jackets 

are also a trend 
according to owner 

Liz Dunton, which 
can be worn 

with a tank top and jeans.  Graphic tees 
that can be paired with a blazer are also 
trending.  Cashmere gloves and hats make 
good gifts.  A hot new gift is a Bandolier 
phone case that covers an iPhone, with an 
optional pouch that can be clipped, worn in 
cross body fashion replacing the need for a 
purse.

Jewelry
Area jewelers offer hand crafted gifts 
that have a personal touch.  Jacqueline’s 
reports that clients like to repurpose their 
old jewelry and create a memorable gift 
for a daughter, son or grandchild.  To 
counteract online competitors, Joel Kagan 
at Smart Jewelers offers custom jewelry 
designs “which definitely cannot be done 
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Local Businesses Face County 
Minimum Wage, Paid Sick Leave 
Mirroring action taken by the City of Chicago 
last year, Cook County recently adopted 
two new ordinances that would apply to all 
businesses within the County, mandating a 
graduated increase in the minimum wage 
as well as requiring paid sick leave for all 
employees.  Both ordinances are slated to 
go into effect July 1, 2017.  Commissioner 
Gregg Goslin, who represents Northbrook, 
voted against both mandates, which were 
approved by a vote of 11-4-1 in October.
 Area businesses have begun to sort 
through the details of the new laws and are 
evaluating the impact to their bottom line.  
Retailers, non-profit organizations and those 
heavily dependent on younger workers are 
concerned about the blow of both laws 
going into effect simultaneously.  According 
to retailers an increase in the minimum wage 
will have a ripple affect across the wage 
structure at their businesses in addition to 
increasing payroll taxes and benefit costs.  
The Paid Sick Leave Ordinance is expected 
to create administrative headaches on top 
of the added expense.

Minimum Wage Hike
The new ordinance would gradually 
increase the minimum wage according 
to the following schedule:  $10 an hour 
July 1, 2017; $11 an hour in 2018; $12 
an hour in 2019; $13 an hour in 2020 and 
subsequent annual increases in proportion 
to the increase in the CPI not to exceed 
2.5 percent in any year.  After 2021, if the 
unemployment rate in Chicago is equal to 
or greater than 8.5% the ordinance waives 
any increase.  Tipped employees who make 
$4.95 an hour under Illinois law, will see their 
wages rise with the rate of inflation starting 
July 1, 2018 not to exceed 2.5 percent.  The 
law applies to the entire County, including 
unincorporated areas.  Municipal employees 
are exempt from the law. 

Celebrate the Holiday Season 
in Northbrook
Many stores will have extended holiday 
hours; there will be festive decorations, 
and the sounds of the season will fill the 

air this upcoming holiday season.  

Northbrook Court features extended 
shopping hours and a number of special 
photo opportunities in December.  To make 
it easier for families to bring in children for 
photos with Santa and avoid long wait times,  
a new reservation system for a specific date 
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If you’re like me, you 
enjoy seeing photos 
that truly capture the 
feeling of an event.  In 
this newsletter and on 
our Facebook page are 
pictures of last month’s 
Auction and Taste that 
show how much fun the 
night was for all of us.  

From the sumptuous fare served up by the many 
restaurants, to the friendly bidding contests 
on items in the festively decorated room, to 
the fun of watching Ron Bernardi ham it up 
as our outstanding Auctioneer, it was a terrific 
night.  But the evening has a more serious side.  
The event is actually the Chamber’s largest 
fundraiser of the year.  Funds raised from the 
Auction go directly to help support the important 
work of the Chamber, not only our ability to offer 
low cost and in some cases no cost events and 
programs, but in other ways as well.  
 Perhaps the most biggest impact of the 
Auction is that it helps keep membership dues 
affordable. In fact, because of the success of 
the Auction and the spring Golf Outing, the 
Chamber has not needed to increase dues 
for the past five years.   This has far reaching 
consequences, particularly for our many smaller 
businesses for whom membership in the 
Chamber is so important.  This is made possible 

by all who supported our event -- whether 
you got into a bidding war for a Live Auction 
item, you sponsored or donated an item, or if 
you bought a raffle ticket, you played a part in 
helping a small business owner keep his or her 
Chamber membership.  Funds raised from the 
Auction also make it possible for the Chamber 
to continue its charitable efforts, including our 
annual meal packing event as well as support 
for the Northfield Food Pantry and the Civic 
Foundation scholarship program.  
 Recently, Village leaders have reached 
out to the Chamber for its views on new 
Cook County ordinances that would raise the 
minimum wage and mandate paid sick leave.    
Both will impact every business if they have 
even a single full or part-time employee within 
Cook County.  I encourage everyone to read up 
on the ordinances, which are slated to go into 
effect in July. We have been asked for feedback 
as to whether the Village should adopt a local 
ordinance that would supercede the County 
regulations. Our leaders respect the opinion of 
the business community and want to hear from 
us, so your voice matters.
 As we approach the holidays and the end of 
the year, I’d like to wish everyone a peaceful and 
restful time away from the hectic pace of work.   
However you celebrate, enjoy this special time 
of year and return renewed and ready to join us 
to hit the ground running in 2017!

A Message from the Chamber President 

Mandatory Paid Sick Leave
The Earned Sick Leave ordinance mandates 
that Cook County employers allow eligible 
employees to accrue up to 40 hours (5 days) 
of paid sick leave in each 12 month period of 
their employment.  Individuals are entitled to 
the benefit if they work at least two hours of 
work within a two-week period and work at 
least 80 hours within a 120 day period period.  
For every 40 hours worked an employee will 
accrue one hour of Paid Sick Leave with a cap 
of 40 hours per 12-month period.  Employees 
can carry a maximum of 20 unused hours into 
the next year.  Employees can use paid sick 
leave for their own illness, injuries, medical care 
(including preventive care) or for the illness, 
injuries or medical care of certain covered 
family members, including child, spouse, 
parent, sibling, grandparent, grandchild as well 
as step- and foster relationships.

Northbrook Options
Like other Home Rule municipalities in Cook 
County, the Village of Northbrook is allowed to 
pass ordinances that opt out of these specific 
County laws. Already, Palatine, Barrington and 
Mt. Prospect are working on resolutions to exempt 
themselves from the new laws, concerned that 
it would slow economic development and push 
businesses to nearby counties. The Illinois 
Retail Merchants Association opposed the Paid 
Sick Leave ordinance stating that it contributes 
to an unfriendly business climate.
 The Chamber and Village have been in 
communication as to the impact of these 
ordinances on local businesses and the 
options for opting out of one, both, or neither 
of these new Cook County laws.  Members 
interested in sharing thoughts on the ordinances 
are encouraged to contact Chamber President 
Tensley Garris at tensley@northbrookchamber.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Holiday Trends Cont. from pg. 1

Celebrate the Holiday Cont. from pg. 1

online.” Customers can take care of repairs 
or repurpose jewelry in the store with 
the inhouse jeweler. The store has also 
expanded its watch and jewelry service 
department. 

Specialty
At downtown la de da!,  "Love Your Melon" 
beanies are flying off the shelves according 
to owner Jill Carlisle.  An added benefit is that 
for every beanie sold a donation is made to 
pediatric cancer patients.  Monogrammed 
items are also popular.

Books
Books and related items are a perennial 
favorite for holiday shopping. “Amid all the 
"stuff" surrounding us, when we gift a book, 
we show we've taken time to consider the 
things in which our friends and family are 
interested,” comments Book Bin owner 
Allison Mengarelli.  She adds that all things 
Cubs and Hamilton as well as Chicago in 
general are in big demand.  “We specialize 
in recommending great gifts to suit each 
person on your list, and it is our personal 
service that keeps customers coming 
back again and again. If you are thinking 
of topping off the stack of other holiday 
presents with a special item, come to the 
Book Bin and consider a book that will 
expand hearts and minds.”

Technology Gifts
Fitness devices, tablets, 
phones, cameras and 
even drones are more 
lightweight than in 
the past, are more 
powerful and are 
available at all price 
points, according to 
experts at Best Buy.  
 Some brands 
of fitness trackers, 
such as Fit Bit start 
at $100 and have 
a number of new 
accessories built in that track 
calories burned and sleeping patterns.  High 
end devices resemble watches and can be 
programmed for personal training regimens 
and connect to GPS.   
 One of the hottest gifts is the Amazon 
Echo, a wireless voice activated personal 
assistant. "Alexa” can answer virtually any 
question, play music, order household 
products online and turn out lights on 
command.  The cost is under $200.  Google 
also has its own version called Google 
Assistant for $130.
 Action cameras vary in features, 
ruggedness and price, many under $359.  
The GoPro Hero can capture videos in 4K 
as well as still images.   Nikon has its own 

version with high 
quality photos.  
    Gaming systems 
are also hot this year 
with several new 
systems. The XBox 
One S, which includes 

an ultra HD Blu-ray player and 
built-in WiFi that can stream 4K content from 
Netflix, Amazon, Hulu and other services.  
The Nintendo NES, which launched last 
month, features 30 retro games.
    Once considered a fringe gift, there is a 
wide range of drones ranging in price points 
from $300 - $400 for amateur use to over 
$1,000 for commercial use.  Some include 
built-in cameras, that can shoot video as 
well as still shots.  
 For more holiday shopping and dining 
suggestions, check out the Chamber’s 
Holiday Shopping Guide, recently published 
in the Northbrook Tower.  Stop by or call the 
Chamber for additional copies.

and time for Santa photos will be available 
through www.northbrookcourt.com. For a 
small donation to Orphans of the Storm, 
gift wrapping is available.  A new mobile 
app helps shoppers find a place to park, 
specific store locations through a directory, 
retail offers and holiday events.  Click on the 
Events tab on the website where there is a 
link to download the GGP Mall app.
 At the Chicago Botanic Gardens 
shoppers not only purchase beautiful 
items in their Gift Shop, but also enjoy the 
Wonderland Express featuring 750,000 
lights and 10 garden-scale trains winding 
their way over 1,300 feet of track with 
landscapes of 80 miniature versions of 
Chicago signature landmarks.  Check the 
website www.chicagobotanicalgardens.
org/ for information on holiday concerts, 
wine tastings, holiday market, ice sculpture 

displays and seasonal activities. 
 The Northbrook Park District invites 
everyone to a free Holiday Skating Recital 
on Thursday, December 15, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
at the Northbrook Sports Center featuring 
skaters performing to holiday music.  Visit 
www.nbparks.org for a list of all the special 
activities.

Holiday Music
 The Northbrook Symphony presents 
"A Holiday Celebration" on Sunday, 
December 4 at 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at 
Techny Towers, featuring piano concertos 
by George Greeley and The Festive 
Sounds of Hanukkah and other Holiday 
Favorites.  Tickets are available at www.
northbrooksymphony.org or call (847)272-
2700.
 The Northbrook Park District's 
Community Choir will present two free 

concerts:  on Sunday December 4, 7:30 p.m. 
at the Northbrook Theater and on Monday, 
December 5, 7:30 p.m. at the Northbrook 
Public Library.
 The Chicago Botanic Garden will hold 
a brass Christmas Concert on Saturday, 
December 10 at 2:00 and 4:00 p.m. and a 
Hanukkah Concert on Thursday, December 
29 at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Cost is 
$17 for members $20 non members and 
includes admission to Wonderland Express. 
Visit www.chicagobotanic.org for more 
information.  
 Glenbrook North High Schools 
will host a Winter Concert on Thursday, 
December 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium.  
The concert features the school bands, 
choirs and orchestras performing seasonal 
music and is free and open to the public. 
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holiday guide

Berkeley row Shopping Center 
DunBrook Shopping Center

DunSten plaza

MeaDow Shopping Center 

northBrook Court

northBrook Shopping plaza
northShore 770

park plaCe

SanDerS Court Shopping Center
StanDy plaza

Village green Center

Village Square of northBrook
white plainS Shopping Center

willow feStiVal annex

 willow feStiVal Shopping Center

Shopping and diningdeStinationS

               If shopping or dining is your passion, or if you just want to explore one of the North Shore’s most 

acclaimed communities, Northbrook is the place for you! You’ll find everything from world class shopping 

at Northbrook Court to a number of neighborhood stores and boutiques, each with their own unique style 

and flair.  There’s always something new on the dining scene from four star restaurants for fine dining, to 

an array of convenient, fast casual establishments for a quick bite.  Whether you are visiting or even if you 

are a long time resident, Northbrook’s 10 shopping centers can fulfill any need.  Read more about a few of 

the notable destinations.

northbrookchamber.org

For more holiday 
shopping and 
dining suggestions, 
check out the 
Chamber’s Holiday 
Shopping Guide, 
recently published 
in the Northbrook 
Tower.   Stop by or 
call the Chamber for 
additional copies.
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CHAMBER NEWS

The Chamber Board will welcome three new individuals who will fill 
the terms of Board members who have vacated their seats.  The new 
Board members will begin their term of service in January 2017.

Stephen Barr, Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel
Recently appointed General Manager at 
the Renaissance Chicago North Shore 
Hotel, Stephen has been in the hospitality 
industry for over 10 years.  In his position 
he is responsible for all hotel operations.  
Previously, he was the Renaissance 
Rooms Division Manager, a position he 
held since January 2013.  Prior to the 
Renaissance, he was the Rooms Division 
Manager at the Radisson Bloomington by 
Mall of America/Water Park of America, in 

Bloomington, Minnesota.  During his tenure at the Radisson he 
held various Operations Management positions as he continued to 
develop his career.  
 Stephen is active in multiple fundraising efforts throughout the 
year for the Give Kids The World Organization, the Renaissance 
designated charity.  "The Renaissance is Northbrook's largest hotel 
and has always been a tremendous supporter of the Chamber," he 
comments. "I look forward to being personally more involved in the 
Northbrook community, as well as continuing the hotel's valued 
relationship with the organization.” 

Hania Fuschetto, Glenbrook Hospital
Hania has been at NorthShore University 
Healthsystems in the capacity of 
Community Relations or Community 
Wellness for 21 years.  The position has 
evolved as the value of community 
networking and collaboration has 
increased.  Through her position Hania 
ensures that the hospital's outreach efforts 
are aligned with NorthShore's identified 
community health needs.  Primarily her 
responsibility is to be the Hospital's liaison 

to the community, serving as the eyes and ears to communicate 
what is impacting the business community, residents and the 
underserved.  She also gathers information to report community 
outreach efforts to the state and federal government. 
 Hania has experience with a number of area Chambers, 
most recently serving as Executive Committee Vice Chair for the 
Highland Park Chamber and on economic development panels for 
the Glenview Chamber.  She also recently served on an Advisory 
Committee for the Highland Park District as well as the First Bank 
of Highland Park Community Relations Advisory Committee.  Other 
positions she has held include CPR, First Aid and wellness educator 
as well as facilitator for Diversity and Inclusion with Learning 
and Development workshop for NorthShore.  "I look forward to 
deepening my understanding of the community through my board 
service," comments Hania.  "The hospital, the largest health care 
provider in the immediate area, has a long standing commitment to 

Post Your Job on the Chamber Website
Members with employment needs, whether  
full time or part-time positions,  have a 
valuable asset in the Chamber website, www.
northbrookchamber.org, which has a free job 
board.   Especially during this busy time of 
year, members in need of seasonal workers will 
find using the website to be an especially helpful way to get 
out the word about openings.  The job board is located under 
the "About Northbrook" section with a dedicated tab titled, 
"Northbrook Area Jobs.”  Members can post the jobs through 
the Member Only Portal using their Username and Password. 
Once logged in, click on the tab "Add Job Posting" and follow 
the prompts.  You can even add an image.  Once you are done, 
the Chamber will need to approve the job posting.  Or send 
the information to the Chamber at info@northbrookchamber.org 
and the staff will be happy to post the job for you.  Your posting 
can be as long or as short as you would like; salary or pay scale 
is optional. Some important information to include is contact for 
follow-up, specific location of the job, any special requirements 
and how long you would like the job to appear on the website.  
For any questions call the Chamber at (847)513-6005. 

the communities it serves, and through collaboration I look forward 
to working together to create positive change."

James J. King, Northbrook Bank and Trust
Jim has served the Deerfield/Northbrook 
area as a banking professional with a 
number of financial institutions for over 35 
years.  He joined Northbrook Bank and 
Trust in 2009 as a member of the 
commercial lending and senior retail 
management teams.  His is now a Senior 
Vice President, serving in a new role as the 
Business Development Officer for the 
bank.  He is also Community Reinvestment 
Officer.  Previously he held senior banking 

positions at Fifth Third Bank for five years and LaSalle Bank for 
seven years.
 Born and raised in Glenview, Jim also has a long history of 
civic involvement beginning with Treasurer and Board Member at 
Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook, President and Treasurer 
at Rotary Club of Lincolnshire and Board Chair of the Northbrook 
Chamber of Commerce.  Recently Jim served as Board Director 
and Treasurer at the North Suburban YMCA, and member at the 
Northbrook Rotary Club and Northbrook Merchants Association.  
Jim has also served as a member of the Finance Committee at 
Divine Word Missionaries.
 "I am happy to continue the strong legacy of Northbrook Bank's 
involvement with the Chamber," comments Jim.  "I am happy to be 
back serving in an executive capacity and continuing the over 15 
year history that the Bank has had with the Chamber."

Chamber Welcomes Three New Board Members
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

At last month’s First Friday 
networking breakfast, Chamber 
members decked out in Cubbie 
blue, honoring a challenge by 
First Friday moderator Dan 
Gelfond (lower right) to go all out 
and paint their faces blue in the 
event of a Chicago Cubs World 
Series win.  Over 125 members 
enjoyed getting into the festive 
spirit while networking and 
making new connections.

To raise awareness about local and 
worldwide hunger, Oakton Community 
College will hold its annual “Empty Bowls 
at Oakton” event on Saturday, December 
3, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Donation of $15 
includes a handcrafted bowl and a hot 
lunch.  Proceeds benefit local food pantries.

Five Seasons Family Sports Club 
offers "Workday Workout" Mondays and 
Wednesdays at noon for any businesses 
interested in bringing a group of employees 
for strength training, functional movement, 
cardio and interval training, as well as 
enjoying the state of the art athletic club 
amenities.  Call (847)897-5036 for more 
information.

Whether they've been naughty or nice, 
have your pet's photo taken with "Santa 
Paws" at The Heartland Animal Shelter 
on Saturday, December 3, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m. Cost is a $10 tax deductible donation 
to the shelter.  Includes electronic photos.

Lisker Music Foundation presents 
"Mozart, Joy of Music" concert on Sunday, 
December 4 at 6:30 p.m.  Concerts are 
held in Nichols Concert Hall, Evanston.  For 
tickets call (847)272-7003 or visit www.
liskermusicfoundation.org.

Save up to 55% at Saf-T-Gard International 
on seasonal safety items including everyday 
personal protective equipment.  Sale lasts 
through February 28, 2017.  Call (800)548-
4273 for more information.

Morton's The Steakhouse will open for 
lunch on  December 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 
23 featuring a limited a la cart menu and the 
special Morton's three course prime lunch 
selection for $29.50 per person.  Lunch 
hours are 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

New, unwrapped toys for the U.S. Marines 
Toys for Tots program can be dropped off 
through Friday, December 16 at Charles 
Schwab, Northbrook Village Hall and 
Francesca's restaurant during office hours.

Live reindeer will be featured along with 
other holiday greenery at Red's Garden 
Center on Saturday, December 10 from 
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Donations are needed to help fund the 
purchase of new specialty supplies and 
cooking equipment to stock Cancer 
Wellness Center's new kitchen.  Donations 
made online at www.cancerwellness.org 
should specify that they are intended for 
the kitchen.

Join the Unique Upholstery Carpet and 
Rug Cleaning Text Program to receive 
$27 in free cleaning.  Text "51660" with the 
message "uniquelarry" (not case sensitive) 
to receive special offers, tips and other 
helpful suggestions.  For more information 
call (847) 459-1600.

The Northbrook Public Library now allows 
patrons to check out DVD/VCR recorders 
that can convert old VHS tapes to DVDs.  
Each recorder comes in a case with all the 
cables needed as well as instructions.  Visit 
the MultiMedia desk for more information.

Starbucks is collecting new toys for 
distribution to children in Chicago area 
hospitals who are diagnosed with cancer.  
New art supplies, games, books, dolls, 
puzzles, LEGOs and other toys and gifts for 
infants through late teens can be dropped 
off throughout the month. 

Pick up your holiday tree at the North 
Suburban YMCA and support the Strong 

Kids Fund.  Fresh cut trees will be for 
sale every Friday through Sunday until 
December 18, or until they are sold out.  For 
more information call (847)272-7250.

Hilton Chicago Northbrook will host a 
New Year’s Eve extravaganza featuring a 
decadent four course dinner, five-hour open 
bar, non-stop dancing and entertainment.  
Cost is $275 per couple all inclusive; add 
deluxe overnight accommodations and 
cost is $375.  For more information call 
(847)509-7022.

Pinstripes will rock in the New Year on 
December 31, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 a.m. with 
balloon drops at 8:00 p.m. and midnight, 
live music and complimentary glass of 
champagne.  A special New Year's Day 
Sunday brunch will be offered from 9:30 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m.   Cost is $30 per person 
for adults. Visit www.pinstripes.com/
northbrook for information.

Holiday lights can be dropped off for 
recycling at the Northbrook Village Hall 
lobby between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
or at the Public Works Fleet Maintenance 
Garage behind the Village Hall between 7 
a.m. and 3 p.m. on weekdays during the 
months of December and January.
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NETWORKING

First Friday Networking Breakfast*
Friday, December 2 
7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
2002 Walters Ave.
$10 members, $20 guests payable at the door*
Guests MUST register 24 hours in advance. 
Guest registration will not be taken at the 
door.

Join over 100 Chamber members 
and guests for proven, successful 
networking opportunities at 
the First Friday networking 
breakfast. The structured event 
includes time for informal networking, 
brief introductions, and round table discussions that will 
give you solid business leads.  In addition to catering by Leonard’s 
Bakery, the breakfast features Starbucks coffee.

*Help the Chamber make the holidays brighter for our friends 
and neighbors in need. Bring a boxed cereal or container of 
ground coffee for the Northfield Township Food Pantry and/or 
a new Lego or action hero toy for Youth Services and receive 
free admission to this  month’s breakfast. $10 gift cards are also 
welcome.

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office) Roundtable
Wednesday, December 14
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
No charge; members are invited to bring their lunch.
At this informal roundtable discussion, small business owners 
and entrepreneurs help each other problem solve and discuss 
relevant business concerns.   Discussion is driven by participants, 
and often centers around best business practices, keeping up 
with the latest trends, marketing tips and the latest in technology. 

Holiday After Hours
Thursday, December 15
5:00– 7:00 p.m.
Mission Hills Country Club
1677 W. Mission Hills Rd.
Complimentary for members; $20 for guests

Share holiday cheer with friends and colleagues at the annual 
Holiday After Hours.  Enjoy a selection of hot and cold appetizers 
and other salads and desserts while checking out all of the new 
renovations at Mission Hills, decked out for the holidays.  Each 
guest will receive a hospitality bag with special treats. Bring 
plenty of business cards for a chance to win a raffle prize.  

Buy Your Annual Pass for First Friday
The Chamber is offering a deeply discounted 2017 First Friday 
pass through December 30th. The pass allows members to attend 
the breakfast for a cost of only $85 for the year, a savings of over 
30%.  The First Friday pass eliminates the need to wait in line or 
worry about fishing around for payment at the door.  Members who 
pre-pay for the year will receive a personal e-mail reminder every 
month and need only RSVP ahead of time and check in at the door.  
If the pass is bought in the name of the member company, it can be 
used interchangeably by any employee.  
 To purchase a pass, fill out the enclosed form, or call the 
Chamber office at (847)498-5555 to pre-pay with a credit card.

Save The DaTe  State of the Village Address 
with President Sandy Frum January 23
Chamber members are reminded to turn the 
page of their calendar to 2017 and circle 
Monday, January 23rd, the date for the 
annual presentation by Northbrook 
Village President Sandy Frum.  At this 
informative luncheon, President Frum 
will share valuable information about 
major issues and challenges faced by 
the Village of Northbrook.  Attendees will 
have the opportunity to share their thoughts 
about matters of concern and ask questions.  There will also be 
an opportunity to learn about important contacts at the Village 
who can be helpful resources to the business community.  Each 
Chamber Member will receive one complimentary reservation for 
the event.  Additional guests can register for $30.

Year End Housekeeping Reminders!
With the busy holiday season, please note the following Chamber 
scheduling changes and year end reminders:

•	 In recognition of the holidays, the Chamber office will closed on 
the following dates:  December 23, December 26, and December 
30.  There will be abbreviated office hours on December 27, 28 
and 29 with the office open between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  
A staff person will be available to register anyone for an event, 
accept a dues payment, or answer questions.  The office will 
resume normal hours on Monday, January 2.

•	 By now all members should have received an invoice for their 
2017 membership dues.  This will be the 5th year in a row with 
no dues  increase; upgrades remain the same as well.  Prompt 
payment of dues keep memberships active without interruption 
and allows members to attend all events and programs.  If you 
have not received your invoice or if you have any questions, 
please contact the office at (847)498-5555.



7Bringing People & Business Togerher

CHAMBER EVENTS

1. Benny adler, and Danny Sparacino serving up Fuddruckers  2. Gigi Ramis, Jay Sachs and Jim Moyer, Fields Chrysler Jeep  3. volunteer andy vass (c) with Carlos Frum, Northbrook 
Rotary (l) and auctioneer extraordinaire Ron Bernardi, Sunset Foods  4 Jen eisen prepares a house 406 dessert  5. Peggy Dow, anitha Kurian, Brian Markham and vicenta Martinez with 
Glenbrook hospital  6. Kit Burton, Barilla and Lynn Burton  7.  Kris Marotz and elizabeth hartnett serve up Di Pescara fare  8.  Chamber staff (l to r) Tami Olsen, Jenee Collin, Jean Streeter, 
Kathi Quinn and Tensley Garris channel the spirit of the Chicago Cubs  9.  Kellie allgauer, Paul Payawal, Katie Putzer, holly allgauer-Cir and Brian de anda from the hilton Chicago Northbrook

At the Chamber’s Annual Auction and Taste, hosted by the Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel, over 300 attendees 
enjoyed bidding for valuable items in the  Live and Silent Auction while sampling sumptuous fare from 17 area restaurants!
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ANNuAL AuCTiON 
& TASTE

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Renaissance North Shore Hotel

First Friday 
Networking Breakfast

7:00 a.m. -  9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

Small Office/Home 
Office Rountable
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Chamber office 

Chamber Board 
Meeting

7:30 a.m. - 9::00 a.m.
Chamber office

Leadership 
Northbrook

8:15 a.m. -  3:00 p.m.
Ul

Women in Business 
Luncheon

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Francesca’s  North
1145 Cherry Lane

Small Office/Home 
Office Rountable
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Chamber office 

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

mission hills Country Club
1677 W. mission hills rd.

Leadership 
Northbrook

8:15 a.m. -  Noon
Glenbrook North High School

Women in Business 
Roundtable

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Francesca’s North

1145 Cherry Ln.

Business Emergency 
Preparedness

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
NIpSta

Chamber Office 
Closed 

In observance of Christmas

CALENDAR oF EVENTS
mon tue Wed thu Fri

Restrictions may apply.  For more details & special 
offers go to northbrookchamber.org

hOLiDay
Hot Deals

Chamber Office Closed 
In observance of Christmas

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

Chamber Office 
abbreviated office hours

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

Chamber Office 
Closed 

In observance of  New Year’s 
Day

aaa travel
Free gift membership with purchase
Valid:  through Jan. 31

Bravo Cucina
$20 reward card for every $100 gift Card purchase
Valid:  through Dec. 31

California Pizza Kitchen
$20 promotional card with $100 gift card purchase
Valid: through Dec. 31

Costco
$25 off any $250 online purchase
Valid through Dec. 31

Crossroads Car Wash
holiday $10 and $20 gift card special
Valid: through Dec. 31

Di Pescara 
$25 bonus certificate with $100 gift card purchase
Valid:  through Dec. 31

Morton’s
$50 reward card with $250 gift card purchase
Valid: through Dec. 31

Ruth’s Chris
$44.95 Seasonal Dinner
Valid:  through Dec. 31

state & Main
holiday party discount for Chamber members
Valid: through Feb. 1, 2017


