
BUSINESS NEWS & VIEWS NORTHBROOKCHAMBER.ORG

Businesses Pursue 6b Property Tax Relief
With Cook County property tax 
assessments skyrocketing, businesses 
are looking for ways to mitigate increases.  
In February, two property owners in Sky 
Harbor asked the Village Board to support 
of their applications to receive the 6b tax 
classification from Cook County.  The 
Trustees’ reactions reflected the challenge 
of how to balance the encouragement of 
new investment through tax incentives 
against fairness to existing businesses. 
 A Cook County initiative, Class 6b 
classification offers a real estate tax 
incentive for the development of new 
industrial facilities, rehabilitation of 
existing industrial structures, and industrial 
reutilization of abandoned buildings. 

Qualifying applicants receive a reduced 
assessment over the course of a 12-year 
term: covered properties are assessed at 
10% of market value for the first 10 years, 
15% in the 11th year and 20% in the 12th 
year. In year 13, the rate increases to the full 
25%.  
 As part of the application process, 
owners are expected to seek the 
endorsement of the affected local 
government.  In evaluating 6b applications, 
Northbrook’s Trustees consider the 
economic and fiscal impacts of the 
business on the community, the condition 
of the existing building and private vs. 
public funding, the quality of jobs created, 
and environmental features.
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Pfingsten Road Closure 
Expected in March

The northernmost segment 
of Pfingsten Road will 
be closed to traffic for 
approximately six months, 
to allow the Illinois Tollway 
Authority to replace the 
existing bridge over the 
Edens Spur. The closure 
is expected to begin 

in mid-March and 
stretch from Maria 
Avenue to Lake 

Cook Road. 
 According to a Tollway Authority press 
release, electronic message signs and 
construction signage will be put in place 
to alert drivers in advance of construction, 
along with detour signage that will direct 
traffic to Waukegan Road while the bridge 
closure is in place. Access to Maria Avenue 
and the UL campus will remain open on 
Pfingsten, as will the commercial offices at 
the southeast intersection of Pfingsten and 
Lake Cook Road and local side streets.  
 Companies affected by the construction 
are preparing for traffic challenges. 
“Infrastructure projects like these might 
be inconvenient, but we recognize their 
importance to the community,” comments 
Tom Whalen, UL’s North American Facilities 
Manager.  “We are working to develop the 
best routes for employees and visitors, 

Village Receives First Application for Cannabis Grower
The legalization of cannabis in 
Illinois continues to build 
an economic foothold 
in Northbrook, as a 
preliminary application 
for a craft growing, 
processing, and 
infusing facility 
was presented at 
a recent Board of 
Trustees meeting. The 
Board responded with positive 
comments to the application, which is 
now under review by the Plan Commission.
 Northbrook CGF, Inc. hopes to lease 
a warehouse facility at 3165 Commercial 
Avenue. Most of that space would be 
divided into various rooms to grow, 
harvest, process and warehouse cannabis 
plants and products.  The actual growers’ 
license and special permits would be 
issued to another entity, for which CGF 
is a consultant.  Future plans call for the 
company to purchase its leased space in 
2021 as well as an adjoining space at 3151 

Commercial.
 Under Zoning Code 

amendments adopted 
in October 2019, 
craft businesses like 
the one proposed 
may be allowed by 
special permit in the 

Village’s Industrial 
zones.  Requirements 

include valid licenses 
from the Illinois Department 

of Agriculture; a buffer zone of at least 
500 feet from any preexisting school 
or childcare facility; signage, security 
measures, and strategies for nuisance and 
odor control; and a ban on retail sales of the 
products on the premises.  The application 
states that the operator is in the process of 
pursuing the state licenses, and all other 
requirements would be met.
 In the preliminary review, Trustees 
indicated generally favorable opinions about 
the proposal.  The main area of concern 

Pfingsten Road Closure Cont. to pg. 3



northbrookchamber.org2

CHAMBER DESK

2002 Walters Avenue, Northbrook, IL 60062

 847.498.5555  |  Tel
 847.498.5510  |  Fax

info@northbrookchamber.org
www. northbrookchamber.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Caldwell - Chair
Hallmark Homecare 

Steve Schmit - Treasurer
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 

DIRECTORS
Holly Allgauer - Cir

Hilton Chicago/Northbrook

Peter Balyeat
Korman Lederer & Associates

Stephen Barr
Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel

 Thomas G. Fortman
Bell Flavors & Fragrances, Inc.

Hania Fuschetto
Glenbrook Hospital

Allison Gilley
The Book Bin 

Ron Goldblatt
NorthShore Loyalty

Jacqueline (J.J.) Hart
Allstate Insurance Co.

Paul Kaufmann
Shred Spot

Robyn Kole
Karlin, Kerschner, Sharpe & Co., LLP

Arnie Krause
The Claim Company

Brian Lee
Northbrook Court

Julie Lerman
The Franklin Law Group

Michael Nortman 
Crossroads Partners

Katie Roberts
BHHS Chicago - Northbrook 

Tom Whalen
UL

Jason Young
Waterway Carwash

STAFF

Tensley Garris
President

Carolyn Gessner
Communications Manager

Susie Joyce
Administrative Assistant

Kathi Quinn
Membership Director 

Katie Walther
Programs & Events Manager

A Message from the Chamber President 
We are off to a great 
start for 2020, with 
outstanding attendance 
at a wide variety of 
events.  From the lively 
workshop on cannabis 
and sexual harassment 
laws at our recent 
Business Roundtable 
to the overview of local 
trends provided by 

Sandy Frum at the State of the Village Lunch, 
Chamber programs have given members the 
opportunity to become better informed for the 
year ahead.   
 Of course, our events also put a great 
emphasis on helping our members connect 
with each other in productive, varied and fun 
settings.  As I write this, we are getting ready 
for our yearly celebration of excellence at our 

Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner on March 2.  
We are also looking forward to warmer weather 
and our Annual Golf Outing on June 12.  Due to 
construction at Sportsman’s this year, we will 
be moving the Outing’s activities and friendly 
competition to a new venue at the beautiful 
Glenview Park Golf Club.  Now’s the time to 
sign up for hole sponsorships -- please see the 
story on page __ for details. 
 In the meantime, our calendar is filled with 
numerous opportunities for Chamber members 
to build relationships and learn from each other.  
If you’re new to the Chamber or haven’t been 
to a program in a while, check out the choices 
listed on page 6.  With so much to choose 
from, there’s bound to be something to spark 
your interest.  Call the office at (847) 498-5555 
and our staff will be happy to help you with 
registration.  We look forward to seeing you!

 The recent applications presented to the 
Board are both atypical, though for different 
reasons.  The first application, filed by 
electronics recycler Belmont Trading Co., Inc. 
for a property at 555 Huehl Road, would move 
the company’s headquarters and operations 
from Buffalo Grove to Northbrook along with 
132 full time employees with potential for more 
growth.  However, the property has only been 
vacant since January 2019.  For properties 
that have been vacant for less than two years, 
the County will only approve 6b treatment 
if there is a finding of special circumstances. 
The company argued that the building requires 
$700K- $900K in renovations, an investment 
they would only be able to undertake with the 
benefit of a 6b incentive.
 The second application involves a 
warehouse space at 3401 Commercial 
Avenue, owned by Northbrook-based Hilco 
Redevelopment Partners.  The space has been 
vacant since 2015, and Hilco has invested 
around $1M in updates.  Hilco is seeking 
Village approval of the 6b classification to 
cover a potential, unspecified tenant.  As the 
company’s attorney explained to the Board, 
“What we’re looking for is a resolution from 
the Village in order to give an inducement to 
the tenants that when they come in there’s a 
quicker turnaround.” 
 The Trustees were unwilling to give their 

endorsement to an unknown tenant, but did 
make informal statements in support of 6b 
treatment given a tenant who would comply 
with other expectations under the County and 
Village Guidelines.
 In both reviews, Trustees noted that this 
year’s property reassessments are placing 
pressure on all commercial owners.  While 
there was general enthusiasm for bringing 
Belmont Trading to Northbrook and for finding 
a tenant to fill the long-vacant Commercial 
Avenue space, some concerns were raised 
about widening the availability of 6b incentives. 
Trustee Kathryn Ciesla stated with regard to 
the Belmont Trading proposal, “I don’t think 
it’s fair to our current businesses who are 
paying those tax rates to say let’s just give you 
a break.” President Frum and other Trustees 
discussed setting clear parameters to justify 6b 
treatment.  Otherwise, in the words of Trustee 
Hebl, “everybody would apply for a 6b when 
they have a vacant property.”
 Following the preliminary reviews, the 
companies have the opportunity to file formal 
6b applications that will be commented upon 
by affected school districts, other local taxing 
bodies, and the Industrial & Commercial 
Development Commission before returning to 
the Trustees for consideration.  Final approval 
of the application would be decided by Cook 
County.

Businesses Pursue 6B  Tax Relief Cont. from pg. 1
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COMMUNITY NEWS

2020 Census Impacts Economic 
Strength of Community

The U.S. Census is getting underway, with 
official information scheduled to arrive in 
households across the country by April 
1.  The individual act of responding has 
far-reaching implications for the entire 
community: Census data controls the 
size of our representation in the House 
of Representatives and state legislature, 
affects how federal aid funds are allocated, 
and sets priorities for infrastructure 
planning.  At a time when Illinois is expected 
to show a decline in population, it is vital for 
communities to maximize participation.
 Businesses also benefit from an 
accurate Census count, which provides 
the most comprehensive demographic 
information for future marketing, 
investment, and expansion plans.  Data 
from the Census and the Census Bureau’s 
American Community Survey can be used 
to help evaluate markets and guide business 
decision-making.  Shortfalls in counts can 
also lead to shortages in public services, 
creating a less desirable environment 
for companies to attract employees and 
customers.
 Participating in the Census should be 
easy this year, as the Bureau is encouraging 
online replies in addition to traditional phone 
and mail-in responses.  The Northbrook 
Public Library will provide Internet access 
for those who need it. 
 Be sure to respond yourself, and 
encourage your employees to participate.  
For information about Census questions 
and procedures, visit Census.gov.

Village Implements New Communications Strategies
Pursuing one of Village Board’s top-three 
policy goals for 2020, Village staffk is making 
changes to its methods of communicating 
with residents and local businesses.  The 
new strategies, developed in the wake 
of a consulting firm’s report, reduces the 
frequency of the Village’s print newsletter 
while transitioning it to a magazine-style 
format.  In addition, the Village will put 
increased emphasis on digital platforms 
like its website, social 
media, e-newsletter, 
and the Northbrook 
Notify system.
 “There’s been 
so much change in 
the expectations of 
local government communication, and our 
goal is to not only meet the expectations 
but to exceed them,” explained Cheryl 
Fayne-dePersio, Village Communications 
Specialist. “With the Board of Trustees’ 
support, we are adding resources by 
increasing staff dedicated to engaging with 
the community and businesses.”
 Residents will start seeing changes 
in March when the new Northbrook Voice 
publication arrives in mailboxes.  It will 
emphasize local storytelling in a fresh, easy-
to-read magazine layout, while continuing 
popular features like the Village President’s 

column and the Village Happenings event 
announcements.  Northbrook Voice will be 
published six times a year, compared to the 
previous 10-month newsletter schedule.  
The resulting reduction in printing will save 
the Village money in printing and postage, 
and also advance its environmental 
sustainability goals. 
 For timely communication of emergency 
information, the Village stresses the 

importance of its 
Northbrook Notify 
system.  Signing up 
at Northbrook.il.us/
N o r t h b ro o k N o t i f y 
enables subscribers 
to receive email and 

text alerts for road closures, water main 
problems, and other issues.  The Village also 
plans to improve its website in the coming 
months with a new homepage with enhanced 
ease of navigation.  Social media, including 
Facebook and Twitter, continues to play an 
important role in connecting residents to 
Village news and upcoming events. 
 “Our digital platforms and Northbrook 
Notify are the most efficient way to keep 
residents and businesses up-to-date,” noted 
Fayne-dePersio.  “It’s especially important in 
matters of public safety that people receive 
accurate information directly from the Village.”

raised by Trustees was whether carbon 
filters could control odors from the facility.  
President Sandy Frum suggested that 
permits could include review mechanisms 
to ensure that all nuisance requirements 
were properly met.  
 After receiving the Board’s comments, 
Plan Commission held the first public 
hearing on February 18.  Commissioners 
expect CGF to return on March 3 with 
more information about the identity of the 
operating entity, hours of operation, and 
plans for the proposed business purchase.
 Meanwhile, the Village’s first 
recreational cannabis retail dispensary is 
preparing located at the northwest corner 
of Dundee Road and Skokie Boulevard, 
the Greenhouse dispensary that the Board 
approved in December 2019 is expected to 
open for business sometime in the spring 
of 2020. 

including discussions with the Transportation 
Management Association of Lake Cook to 
help our Pace bus riders coming from the 
train stations.  It will require patience and 
cooperation on everyone’s part.”  
 Once finished, the new Pfingsten 
bridge will include safety improvements for 
pedestrians and bicycles.  The bridge deck 
will be wider than the current configuration, 
allowing for an expanded sidewalk on the 
northbound side.  A barrier-separated path 
on the southbound side will be established, 
to be tied into a future multi-use path
 To stay informed about the status 
of local road construction, check the 
Village’s website at www.Northbrook.il.us/
ConstructionProjects. You can also sign up 
for notifications from the Village by email 
or text message at www.Northbrook.il.us/
NorthbrookNotify.

COUNT  
for a Better Northbrook

2020CENSUS.GOV
“Our digital platforms and notifications 
are the most efficient way to keep 
residents and businesses up-to-date,” 

Cheryl Fayne-dePersio, Village 
Communications Manager

Pfingsten Road Closure Cont. from pg. 1 Cannabis Grower Cont. from pg. 1
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CHAMBER NEWS

June 12th Golf Outing Sponsorships Available
Summer will be here before you know it!  One of the Chamber’s most popular 
events, the Annual Golf Outing & Dinner, will be held June 12 at the Glenview Park 
Golf Club due to the renovations at Sportsman’s Country Club.  We are excited to 
continue all the fun traditions and friendly competition of the Outing at 
this beautiful new venue.
 Now’s the time to claim your company’s sponsorship space for 
this vital Chamber fundraiser. Sponsors receive highly visible recognition 
in full-page Northbrook Tower ads, event posters and programs, the 
Chamber website, and the Chamber newsletter. 
 In addition, Hole Sponsors can personally connect with participants 
on the course with handouts, activities, and giveaways.  Each Golf Hole 
sponsorship includes a skills contest on the hole and a prize awarded 
to the winner at the post-golf Awards Dinner.  The Chamber 
takes care of all the details.
 If you are interested in being a Hole Sponsor, don’t delay! Due to 
the move to Glenview Park Golf Club this year, we have fewer openings for 
Hole Sponsors and they are expected to sell out quickly.  To reserve your spot, 
sign up today by returning the enclosed insert or calling Katie Walther at (847) 
513-6003. 

Thank you to the following sponsors who have already committed to the event:
Presenting Sponsor:

Where C ommunity is First!

Lunch Sponsor:
 

Raffle Sponsor: 

Cocktail Hour Sponsor: 

Putting Contest Sponsor: 

Chip the Boat Sponsor:

Mulligan Sponsor: 

BeverageStation Sponsors: 
 · AA Service
 · Pulse Technology
 · Hilton Chicago/Northbrook
 · Waterway Carwash

Golf Cart Sponsors:  
 · Len Roofing & Remodeling
 · M. G. Welbel

Photography Sponsor:
 · Cobolt Photography

Print Sponsor:
 · UPS Store Northbrook

Summer Golf League Registration Open
Get ready for a great season of friendly golf competition, moving 
this year to a new venue!  The Chamber’s Summer Golf League 
will relocate to Glenview Park Golf Club while Sportsman’s is 
closed for renovations.  As in the past, the league will meet 
on Tuesday afternoons for nine holes, followed by socializing 
at the clubhouse.  All levels of play are welcome, although 
basic knowledge of rules and etiquette are expected. The 2020 
season will run from May 5 to August 25, weather permitting, 
with an 18-hole outing in August to close the season.  
 Registration for the League is $510 and includes greens 
fees and skills contests.  Player slots may be shared by two 
people.  A registration form is included in this newsletter.  Space 
is limited; returning players are given the first right of refusal.  
Call Tensley Garris at (847) 513-6006 for more information.

Basu Vietnamese Restaurant Coming to 
Downtown Northbrook
Northbrook residents are looking 
forward to a new dining option 
filling a long-vacant space in the 
downtown area.  Owners of the Basu Vietnamese Eatery and 
Coffee Bar plan to be open in March for breakfast and dinner 
service at 1361 Shermer Road, adjacent to the Metra station’s 
west commuter lot.  The space previously housed the restaurant 
Drumstix Market.
 Basu owner Dao Nguyen stated that morning offerings will 
focus on providing convenient carryout options for commuters 
at the train station, including coffee, bakery items and wraps.  
Dinner service will include rice bowls, soups and other 
Vietnamese specialties with options to dine in or carry out.

PRESENTED  BY: KEVIN WONG

Tel: 773-847-2828   Fax 773-847-0088
3401 S. Halsted Street

Chicago, IL 60608
U.S.A

E365547

1361 Shermer Rd, Northbrook IL
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

The Elaine Apartments hosted 
the Chamber’s Business After 
Hours with tours of its luxurious 
residences and amenities.  
Chamber President Tensley Garris 
thanked The Elaine’s property 
manager Matt Edwards, center, 
and Hunter Wagner of The Finger 
Companies, developer of the 
property. 

Kamehachi offers a two-hour sushi-
making class at its Northbrook restaurant 
on Saturday, March 14, including maki and 
nigiri instruction, and assorted appetizers, 
for $49/per person. Details at Kamehachi.
com/events.

The North Suburban YMCA will hold its 
annual Strong Kids Fundraiser at Chevy 
Chase Country Club on Friday, April 17.  
Special recognition will be given to retiring 
Y President/CEO Howard Schultz.  Early 
registration pricing ends March 15. RSVP 
at NSYMCA.org.

Amy Torf, Noggin Builders, has been 
appointed to the Northbrook Plan 
Commission by the Village Board of 
Trustees, filling the seat vacated by now-
Trustee Dan Pepoon.  Her term will run 
through April 2022.

The Northbrook Public Library received a 
five-star rating from Library Journal, ranking 
it among the top 10 of libraries in its budget 
category and among the top 100 public 
libraries in the nation.

Allstate was listed among Newsweek’s 
Most Responsible Companies for 2020.  
Honorees were selected based on their 
social, environmental, and corporate 
governance practices. 

Jerry S. Pearlstein Insurance Ltd., three-
time recipient of the Elite Marketplace 
Circle of Champions Award, currently offers 
Medicare Supplement premium discounts 
for individuals turning 65 in 2020. Call (847) 
362-8888 for details.

The Northbrook Symphony Orchestra 
will present a concert of masterworks by 
Beethoven, Mozart and Haydn, featuring 
violinist Robert Chen, Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra concertmaster. The performance 
will be Sunday, March 15, 4:00 p.m. at 
Glenbrook North High School.  Tickets at 
NorthbrookSymphony.org.

Bruce Treadway, Caring Transitions, 
recently participated in the National Estate 
Sale Conference in Nashville, Tennessee.  
He chairs the Antiques, Furnishings 
and Decorative Arts Committee of the 

International Society of Appraisers,  
representing two-thirds of the Society’s  
accredited and certified appraisers.

Learn about a variety of seasonal and 
year-round employment opportunities at 
the Northbrook Park District Job Fair 
on Saturday, March 14, 11:00 a.m.to 1:00 
p.m. at the Village Green Center.  See job 
postings at NBParks.org.

Zengeler Cleaners welcomes donations of 
gently-worn prom and formal dresses for 
the Glass Slipper Project.  Dresses dropped 
off at any Zengeler location will be repaired, 
cleaned, and made available free of charge 
to Chicagoland high school students in need.

Northbrook Office Rentals, LLC’s Identity 
Program provides your business with a 
permanent address to receive mail and 
packages, a phone number, access to 
conference rooms, and other benefits at a 
minimal cost.  For details, call Matt Ebner, 
(847) 480-1020. 

Jeff Rowitz, Village of Northbrook Deputy 
Manager and CFO, has been appointed by 
Governor Pritzker to the transition board for 
the Firefighters' Pension Investment Fund. 
The transition board will determine how to 
consolidate the assets of nearly 300 firefighter 
pension funds throughout the state.

Anna Matuszewska, VP of Talent 
Management for UL and Lenore Erickson, 
First Bank of Highland Park’s Executive 
VP of Human Resources were among the 
honorees in Crain’s Chicago Business 2020 

Notable Leaders in HR.

The North Shore Chamber Music Festival 
has announced its performance schedule 
for its 10th anniversary season, June 10-
13 in downtown Northbrook.  Details and 
tickets at NSCMF.org.

Oakton Community College President 
Joianne Smith was selected for the 
inaugural class of the  Aspen Institute’s 
New Presidents Fellowship, a new initiative 
designed to support community college 
presidents in the early years of their tenure 
to accelerate transformational change on 
behalf of students.

The 2020 Super Lawyers list includes 
attorneys from Chamber member firms, 
including Bach Law Offices, Fisher Cohen 
Waldman Shapiro, LLP; Franklin Law 
Group; Grzymala Law Offices, P.C.; Heller 
Trakhtman & Associates; LaPointe Law, 
P.C.; Law Offices of Lane & Lane, LLC;  
Levun, Goodman & Cohen, LLP; Matlin 
Law Group; Minchella & Associates, Ltd.; 
Peck Ritchey LLC; Reyes Kurson Ltd.; 
Rosenbaum IP, P.C.; Rosenfeld Injury 
Lawyers LLC; and Ruben & Goldberg 
LLC. Candidates are nominated by peers 
and evaluated by a blue-ribbon panel of 
attorneys on 12 standards of professional 
achievement.

Lux Salon will host a celebration of their 
one-year anniversary on Friday, March 13 
at 6:00 p.m. with prizes, DJ entertainment, 
appetizers, and more.  RSVP by March 7 to 
info@luxsalonbeauty.com. 
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NETWORKING

First Friday Networking Breakfast
“Five Word Challenge”
Friday, March 6
7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
$12 members 
$20 guests payable at the door*
Join over 100 members and guests 
for proven networking opportunities 
at this structured breakfast, with 
time for informal networking and 
roundtable discussions. Participants are 
encouraged to describe their businesses 
in just five words during the fast and fun 
introductions.   In addition to catering by 
Leonard’s Bakery, the breakfast features 
Dunkin coffee. *Guests MUST register 24 
hours in advance.  Guest registration will 
not be taken at the door.

Small Office/Home Office 
Roundtable
Wednesday, March 11
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
Members are invited to bring their lunch
Share your ideas in a member-driven 
conversation about business strategies 
at this brown-bag roundtable event.  
Frequent topics include marketing 
strategies, goal setting, and network 
development.  

Business After Hours
Thursday, March 19
5:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.
Sheraton - Northbrook
1110 Willow Rd.
Complimentary for members. 
$20 for guests
Enjoy the welcoming ambiance of the 
Sheraton Hotel at this networking event.  
Conveniently located in the Willow 
Festival Annex, the Sheraton offers 
luxurious amenities and exceptional 
service for personal or business travelers. 
Bring your business card for a chance to 
win raffle prizes!  

MONTHLY EVENTS Women in Business Luncheon
Sponsored by  

Tuesday, March 17, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Francesca’s North, 1145 Church St.
$25 for members before March 13
$35 for guests and  members at the door

This month’s Women in Business Luncheon reflects the diversity of expertise held by female 
professionals in our Chamber, as we hear from two accomplished women in far different 
fields.   Bonnie Brickman is well known to Chamber members as the owner of Guys & Co. 
in Highland Park.  Started in 2008 as a clothing and accessory store for boys, her business 
has expanded to include menswear.  In addition to managing every element of her store, 
Bonnie also shares her knowledge with other retail entrepreneurs through Beacon Retail 
Coaching, a consulting business. 
 Flora A. Calabrese, Associate Principal and Unit Manager of Wiss Janney Elstner 
Associates, Inc. has applied her knowledge and experience in structural engineering to 
troubleshooting a wide range of construction issues.  Her work has led her to the heights 
of skyscrapers around the country and to the depths of water reclamation structures below 
the City of Chicago. 
 Bonnie and Flora will share stories of their professional journeys during the lunch 
program, which also includes time for networking over lunch.  

Looking to Hire? Chambers Host Career Fair April 23
To support member businesses 
dealing with a tight labor market, the 
Northbrook Chamber is joining forces 
with the Greater Wheeling Chamber 
of Commerce to present a Career Fair 
on Thursday, April 23.  The event, to 
be held at Wheeling High School, is 
targeted toward positions that do not 
require a college degree.  High school 
students will have access to the event from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m., and doors will open to the 
general public from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
 Employer tables will be available to Northbrook Chamber members for $100.  The 
event will be advertised on the Wheeling and Northbrook Chamber websites, as well as 
social media and highly visible signage at Wheeling High School.  Tables and chairs will 
be provided; exhibitors are invited to bring their own tablecloths, literature, and stand-up 
banners. 
 For more information and to register as an exhibitor. contact Tensley Garris, tensley@
northbrookchamber.org or (847) 513-6006.

Community Guide Ad Space is Filling Fast!
Take advantage of a targeted marketing opportunity with a year-round impact: advertising 
in the Northbrook Community Resource Guide. Open exclusively to Northbrook Chamber 
members, advertisements in the print Guide are direct-mailed to homes and businesses 
throughout Northbrook, and shared by hotels, large corporations, community organizations 
and numerous businesses.  Residents use their Guides throughout the year as a handy 
resource, ensuring that your ad has a long and visible presence. The deadline for space 
reservations is Friday, April 3. Contact Gail Eisenberg, g.eisenberg@22ndcenturymedia.
com or (847) 331 3978 to learn more and place your ad.

PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS 

Flora A. Calabrese | Associate Principal and  
Unit Manager 

 

 

WJE 

EDUCATION 
 University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 
 Bachelor of Science, Civil 

Engineering, 1987 
 Master of Science, Structural 

Engineering, 1990 
 

PRACTICE AREAS  
 Construction Troubleshooting 
 Structural Design 
 Structural Evaluation 
 Repair and Rehabilitation Design 

 
REGISTRATIONS 
 Structural Engineer in IL 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 American Concrete Institute (ACI) 
 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 
 ACI Committee 435 - Deflections, 

consulting member 
 
CONTACT 
fcalabrese@wje.com 
847.272.7400 
www.wje.com 

EXPERIENCE 
Flora Calabrese is experienced in the evaluation 
and repair design of concrete, concrete 
masonry and steel structures. She specializes in 
the condition assessment of these structures 
related to serviceability and structural distress 
and deterioration caused by environmental 
factors, design issues, and/or construction 
factors. Ms. Calabrese has also designed and 
evaluated shoring for construction, designed 
load tests of existing structures, performed 
assessments and repair design for existing 
building structures, foundations, and facades, 
designed new bridges and culverts, and has 
performed peer reviews for new structures. This 
work has been performed for a number of 
structure types, including residential, office, 
parking structures, hospitals, and 
manufacturing and warehouse buildings, as 
well as bridges, tunnels, and sanitary structures. 
 
Ms. Calabrese authored a chapter on formwork 
design and construction in the Construction 
Handbook for Bridge Temporary Works for the 
Federal Highway Administration. She has also 
coauthored a chapter in the National Park 
Service book Twentieth-Century Building 
Material: History and Conservation, and has 
lectured on the subject of concrete slab 
behavior. 
 
REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS 
Construction Troubleshooting 
 Elevated Train Tube at Illinois Institute of 

Technology - Chicago: Analysis of the effect 
of construction sequencing on deflections 
and design of shoring 

 Engravers Lofts Condominiums - Chicago, IL: 
Design of shoring system for steel-framed 
structure during replacement of column 
footings 

 Chicago Transit Authority Station at Cermak 
Road - Chicago, IL: Contractor support during 
construction, including redesign of pile caps, 
evaluation and modifications to formwork, 
shoring, and connection details  

Structural Design  
 Cook County Domestic Violence Courthouse 

- Chicago, IL: Design of major modifications 
to a one-hundred-year-old foundation and 
superstructure and design of the new 
six-story atrium, ramp, and retaining wall 
structure 

 CenterPoint Intermodal - Joliet, IL: Design of 
a steel girder vehicular bridge, a precast 
concrete bulb tee vehicular bridge, precast 
culverts, and a cast-in-place culvert  

 City of Evanston, IL: Peer review of new 
structural designs  

Structural Evaluation  
 Winston Towers No. 2 Parking Structure - 

Chicago, IL: Evaluation of two-way slab 
structure with advanced concrete 
deterioration and loss of reinforcement and 
design of comprehensive structural slab 
rehabilitation 

 New Buffalo Middle/High School - MI: 
Documentation of the as-built construction 
of concrete masonry unit shear walls, analysis 
of the lateral load resisting system, and 
design of repairs to existing load-bearing 
walls 

 Metropolitan Water Reclamation District - 
Blue Island, Glenview, and Chicago, IL: 
Evaluation of three reinforced concrete 
siphon structures, including material studies, 
concrete inspection, impact response testing, 
and assessment of corrosion rates 

Repair and Rehabilitation Design 
 Lutheran Home Chapel and Administrative 

Building - Arlington Heights, IL: Design of 
foundation underpinning to address 
settlement 

 Courthouse Parking and Plaza Two-Way Slab 
Structure - New York, NY: Structural 
evaluation, design of structural modifications, 
and design of load testing of repaired 
structure 

 Three-story Precast Concrete Parking 
Structure - Indianapolis, IN: Evaluation of 
advanced concrete and reinforcement 
deterioration and overall condition 
assessment of parking structure; design of 
repairs; construction phase services, including 
resolving contractor questions and inspection 
of repairs 

Bonnie Brickman Flora Calabrese



7Bringing People & Business Together

CHAMBER EVENTS

1. Brodie Austin and Anna Amen, Northbrook Public Library, with Northbrook School District 28’s Dr. Larry Hewitt and Kris Raitzer at the State of the Village Lunch.  2. Northbrook Village 
President Sandy Frum with Chamber Board Chair Bob Caldwell, Hallmark Homecare.  3. Bradley Miller, Delta by Marriott Chicago North Shore Suites and Gina Speckman, Chicago’s 
North Shore Visitors and Convention Bureau.  4. Todd and Eve Trawinski, BHHS Chicago-Northbrook.  5. Northfield Twp. Supervisor Jill Brinkman with Mark Babicz and Susan Seeberg, 
Northbrook Bank & Trust Co. and Northbrook Park District Board Chair Penny Randel.  6. Prachi Apostolos, Chicago Mind Solutions with The Elaine’s Matt Edwards at Business After 
Hours.  7. Peter Mangione and Jenny Spiggos, BHHS Chicago-Northbrook  8. Kelli Heinz, Bell Flavors & Fragrances and Lorelei Rosenthal, Rosenthal Manufactured were presenters at 
the Women in Business Lunch.  9. Henry Fetta, Hunger Resource Network and Chamber President Tensley Garris delivered groceries for local children in need as part of the Chamber’s 
new partnership with Hunger Free Northbrook. 

Northbrook Chamber members launched 2020 with a variety of informative and productive 
networking events.

4 5 6
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ANNUAL MEETING & 
AWARDS DINNER

5:00 p.m. Reception, 6:00 p.m. Dinner
Renaissance Chicago North 

Hotel

First Friday 
Networking Breakfast

7:00 a.m. -  9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

Multi-Chamber 
Networking Lunch

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Ramada Plaza Chicago North

Small Office/Home 
Office Roundtable 

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office

Chamber Board Mtg
7:30 a.m. - 9::00 a.m.

Chamber Office

Leadership 
Northbrook

8:15 a.m. -  Noon
Northbrook  Park District

Women in Business 
Luncheon 

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office

 Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sheraton Northbrook

Lawyers Networking 
Luncheon

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Marcello’s

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Restrictions may apply.  For more details & special offers go to 
northbrookchamber.org

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HOT DEALS

ANNUAL MEETING & 
DINNER

5:00 p.m. Reception, 6:00 p.m. Dinner
Renaissance Chicago North 

Shore Hotel

First Friday 
Networking Breakfast

7:00 a.m. -  9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

AA Service
$100 off new furnace or AC installation
Valid through March 31

Ace Hardware
Details to come

Certa Pro Painting
15% off interior projects 
Valid through March 31

Lewis Floor & Home
50% off select area rugs
Valid through March 31

Lowe’s Home Improvement
Up to 40% off bath fixture
Valid through April 8

Ravinia Plumbing
$200 off whole-house plumbing inspection
Valid through March 31

Sears Garage Door
$79 garage door and opener tune-up
Valid through March 31

ShelfGenie
50% off installation of five or more custom shelves
Valid through March 31

Sherwin Williams
$10 off purchase of $50 or more
Valid through March 31


